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FIRST  MEETING. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  was  held  at 
Park  Avenue  Hotel,  Friday  evening,  January  14,  1916,  President  F.  C.  C. 
Boyd  presiding.  The  following  members  were  present:  Messrs.  Beesley, 
Belden,  Boyd,  deLagerberg,  Frey,  Heaton,  Kohler,  Newell,  Proskey,  Smith, 
Swanson,  Valentine,  Wood  and  Wormser. 

After  the  calling  of  the  I'oll  the  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting,  which  were  approved  as  read  aftei’  some  slight  con-ections.  The 
Secretai'y  reported  the  receipt  of  three  resignations;  the  receipt  of  a note 
of  thanks  from  Mrs.  Niklewicz  for  our  expressions  of  sympathy;  the  re- 
ceipt of  a copy  of  “The  Liberty  Bell,”  published  by  the  Society  of  the  Sons 
of  the  Revolution  in  the  State  of  California;  the  I'eceipt  of  one  magazine, 
and  Mr.  Heaton’s  January  number  of  the  Nutshell.  Also  the  receipt  from 
the  Joan  of  Arc  Statue  Committee,  of  which  Dr.  Kunz  is  President,  of  official 
documents  in  connection  with  the  unveiling  of  the  statue,  consisting  of  the 
program,  the  medal  given  to  those  attending  the  unveiling,  and  a fragment 
of  stone  from  the  dungeon  of  Joan  of  Arc  in  Rouen,  France,  and  which 
forms  the  pedestal  of  the  statue  in  New  Yoi-k;  further,  the  receipt  of  Mr. 
Belden’s  “Medals  and  Publications  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
with  a Historical  Sketch.” 

The  Secretary  reported  upon  the  year’s  activities. 

Upon  the  year’s  activities,  the  Secretary  reported  the  membership  at 
the  beginning  of  1915,  four  honorary  members,  four  corresponding,  seven- 
ty-five active;  elections  during  the  year,  ten.  Lost  during  the  year  1915, 
by  resignation  four,  by  death  three,  dropped  for  non-payment  of  dues  one. 
Remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year,  honorary  four,  corresponding  four,  active 
seventy-one,  dues  still  unpaid  six. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  his  report  for  the  year  1915  as  follows — 


RECEIPTS. 

Jan.  1,  1915,  Balance  on  hand $114.76 

Membership  dues  collected  148.00 

Sale  of  Heaton  Medals 11.25 

Sale  of  Smith  Medals  99.00 

Discounts  earned  1.54 

Sale  of  Club  Pins 2.00 

Exchanges  paid  .10 


$376 . 65 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Purchase  of  Smith  Medals  $ 98.00 

Appi-opriation  for  Executive  Medals  13.50 

Stationery  17.10 

Stamps  18.98 

Chapman  Lecture  Expenses  15.00 

Typewriting  Appropriation  25.00 

Flowers  for  Funerals 13.25 

Bank  Exchanges .90 

Sundry  Supplies 4.00 

Dec.  31,  1915,  Balance  on  hand  170.92  $376.65 


Also  dues  collected  1916  to  date  $44.00  exclusive  of  collections  at  the 
meeting. 

Mr.  Smith,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee,  reported  as  the  sub- 
ject for  the  next  meeting,  “Tokens  and  Medals  of  Andrew  Jackson,”  and 
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also  announced  that  a paper  for  the  April  meeting  was  in  preparation  by 
Mr.  Newell. 

The  Membership  Committee  reported  favorably  two  candidates  for 
election.  The  Publication  Committee  announced  that  the  issue  of  the  year- 
book had  been  postponed  until  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Swanson,  in  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  reported  that  a 
medal  was  about  to  be  issued  for  distribution  by  General  Carranza;  99  to 
be  issued  in  bronze  and  one  in  gold,  although  newspaper  reports  had  very 
grossly  exaggerated  these  figures. 

In  behalf  of  the  Publicity  Committee,  attention  was  called  to  a lecture 
to  be  given  on  the  subject  of  “Numismatics,  the  Science  of  Coins,”  by  Mr. 
A.  R.  Frey  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club,  on  January  20th,  at  the 
Men’s  Club  of  the  Roseville  Presbyterian  Church,  Newark,  N.  J. 

The  President,  Mr.  F.  C.  C.  Boyd,  then  announced  the  following  ap- 
pointments of  committees  for  the  year  1916: 

Committee  on  New  U.  S.  Coinage — W.  H.  Woodin,  chairman;  T.  L. 
Elder,  A.  G.  Heaton,  J.  M.  Swanson,  E.  H.  Adams,  Dr.  D.  W.  Valentine,  Ed- 
ward T.  Newell,  D.  Proskey. 

Publicity  Committee — D.  R.  Kennedy,  chairman;  T.  L.  Elder,  E.  Bees- 

ley. 

Paper  Money  Committee — Dr.  D.  W.  Valentine,  chairman;  D.  Proskey, 
H.  Wood,  Geo.  H.  Blake. 

New  York  Store  Card  Committee — E.  H.  Adams,  chairman;  B.  L.  Bel- 
den,  H.  Wood,  T.  L.  Elder,  D.  Proskey. 

Curator — T.  L.  Elder. 

Mr.  de  Lagerberg,  under  the  head  of  new  business,  called  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Club  some  interesting  correspondence  which  he  personally  had 
conducted,  among  this  a letter  from  the  Philippines,  a report  on  the  Caruso 
medals,  and  on  the  San  Francisco  Exposition  medal  of  the  Argentine  Re- 
public. He  also  called  attention  to  the  medals  of  his  exhibit. 

A vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  Mr.  de  Lagerberg  for  his  interesting 
report. 

Upon  motion  duly  made,  a rising  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  the 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  for  his  activities  in  connection  with  the  duties  of 
his  office,  and  the  appropriation  for  the  expense  of  typewriting  for  the  year 
1916  was  continued. 

Mr.  Wormser  called  attention  to  the  very  interesting  exhibit  of  Mr.  J. 
Guttag.  The  meeting  then  adjourned  for  examination  of  the  exhibits,  as 
follows: 

By  Mr.  de  Lagerberg:  War  Medal,  in  white  metal,  struck  to  commemo- 
rate the  German  war  prisoners  interned  at  Douglas  on  the  Isle  of  Man. 
(Courtesy  of  V.-Consul  Sven  de  Lagerberg.) 

“Oliver  Cromwell,  Protector.”  Reverse,  “B.  1 599,  P.  1653,  D.  1658,” 
from  a set  of  fifty  rulers  in  England.  Beautiful  and  rare  specimen. 

“Gustavus  Guilelmus  S.  R.  I.  Lib.  Bar.  Ab  Imhoff  Gub.  Gener,  Ind. 
Orient.  Foed.  Belg.”  Designed  by  M.  Holtzhey.  Fine  specimen. 

The  Windolph  Obstetrical  Calendar — “The  first  thought  in  burns.” 
“Unguentine.”  By  the  Norwich  Pharmacal  Company,  Norwich,  N.  Y. 

The  Holland  “Steunpenning.”  Designed  by  C.  J.  Van  der  Hoef.  Med- 
al struck  for  the  benefit  of  Dutch  Artists,  Painters,  and  Sculptors  affected 
by  the  war.  Obv.,  Goddess  of  Peace.  Rev.,  The  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  “Com- 
mittee foi’  the  Relief  of  Artists  in  Holland.” 

By  Mr.  Guttag:  Russia. — A set  of  paper  currency,  consisting  of  thin 
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card-board  with  the  obverse  the  commemorative  issue  of  postage  stamps 
and  the  reverse  printed  undei'  the  Russian  eagle:  “It  has  the  right  of  circu- 
lation equally  with  the  current  silver  coin.”  10  kopecks,  blue;  15  kopecks, 
rose;  20  kopecks,  green. 

Portugal. — 1915,  10  centavos. 

Colombian  Republic. — 1913,  5 pesos,  gold. 

Hungary. — 1915,  10  heller  in  a new  composition  to  take  the  place  of 
the  regular  nickel  issue. 

Belgium,  under  German  administration,  1915,  5 centimes  in  zinc. 

By  Mr.  Smith:  1862  Mechanics’  Bank  of  New  York,  $2  bill  with  red 

ends. 

By  Mr.  Kohler:  Two  silver  medals  of  crown  size.  First,  upon  the  siege 
of  Neuhausel  and  the  Battle  of  Gran,  1685.  Obv.,  showing  battle  scene  and 
chart.  Rev.,  three  shields  of  Waldeck,  Lorraine  and  Bavaria  and  inscrip- 
tion; below,  crossed  arrows.  Second,  upon  completion  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  Obv.,  Father  Time,  piling  17  stones  on  a pyramid.  Rev.,  Fame 
completing  the  drawing  of  a circle  on  the  ground.  Mr.  Kohler  also  showed 
a collection  of  about  2 00  nickel  coins,  representing  a great  many  countries. 
Among  them:  Belgium  separate  issues  in  Belgian  and  Flemish  language. 
West  Africa  and  Nigeria  19  07,  1-10  penny  in  aluminum,  and  1908  in  nick- 
el. East  Africa  and  Uganda,  1907,  1 cent  in  aluminum.  Guadeloupe,  one 
franc,  1903,  with  serrated  edge. 

By  Mr.  Proskey:  710  nickel  coins,  comprising  only  foreign  issues,  with 
their  date  and  mint-mark  varieties,  also  several  patterns,  a very  complete 
series,  as  follows:  Argentine,  17;  Austria,  9;  Belgium,  54;  Bolivia,  14; 
Brazil,  48;  British  East  Africa,  1;  British  Honduras;  British  West  Africa, 
1;  Bulgaria,  8;  Chile,  9;  Colombia,  14;  Congo,  4;  Corea,  5;  Costa  Rica,  8; 
Crete,  3;  Cuba,  3;  Danish  West  Indies,  1;  Ecuador,  7;  Egypt,  18;  France, 
4;  German  East  Africa,  1;  Germany,  196;  Greece,  8;  Guadeloupe,  1;  Guate- 
mala, 8;  Haiti,  7;  Holland,  3;  Honduras,  8;  Hungary,  7;  Italy,  10;  Jamaica, 
60;  Japan,  7;  Kiautschau,  2;  Luxemburg,  3;  Martinique,  2;  Mexico,  12; 
Montenegro,  3;  Nicaragua,  3;  North  Borneo,  3;  Panama,  2;  Paraguay,  2; 
Persia,  5;  Peru,  10;  Portugal,  2;  Reunion  Islands,  1;  Roumania,  9;  San 
Domingo,  10;  Servia,  7;  Siam,  5;  Switzerland,  68;  Turkey,  5;  Uruguay,  5; 
Venezuela,  6 

Among  these  the  following  coins  deserve  special  mention:  6 Belgium 
patterns,  1859  and  1860;  rare  Belgium  5c,  18  64;  France,  Chas.  X,  21^c, 
pattern;  Roumania,  1867,  10  bani,  pattern;  Costa  Rica,  centavo;  Haiti, 
1889,  5c;  Argentina,  1887,  20c,  pattern;  Chili,  1872,  i/^c;  Turkey,  1 pias- 
tre, pattern,  1857;  Siam,  % att,  pattern. 

The  purest  nickel  is  in  the  coins  of  Austria,  Danish  West  Indies, 
France,  Germany,  2 5 pfennig;  Greece,  1912;  Hungary,  Italy  from  1902, 
Mexico  from  19  05,  Montenegro;  Switzerland,  20  centimes,  Turkey. 


SECOND  MEETING. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  was  held  at 
Park  Avenue  Hotel,  Friday  evening,  February  11,  1916,  President  Boyd 
presiding.  The  following  members  were  present:  Messrs.  Beesley,  Belden, 
Boyd,  Davidson,  Elder,  Frey,  Heaton,  Kohler,  Nangle,  Proskey,  Smith,  Swan- 
son. Valentine,  Wood  and  Wormser. 

After  the  calling  of  the  roll  the  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting,  Avhich  were  approved  as  read. 
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The  Secretary  reported  receipt  of  a communication  from  Mr.  Zerbe; 
of  the  contribution  to  the  library  of  the  Club  from  Sig.  Memnio  Cagiati  of 
his  work  on  “Le  Monte  Del  Re  Manfredi  Nel  Reanie  Delle  Due  Sicile”; 
and  of  two  magazines. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  a report. 

The  Executive  Committee  recommended  that  hereafter  exhibits  should 
be  shown  before  new  business  should  be  in  order.  The  subject  set  for  the 
next  meeting  is  to  be:  “An  exhibition  of  tbe  three  most  interesting  coins  in 
each  member’s  collection,  and  comments  thereon.” 

The  Publication  Committee  reported  that  the  year-book  of  the  Club, 
owing  to  the  printer’s  delay,  would  not  be  ready  until  the  next  meeting. 

With  Messrs.  Nangle  and  Kohler  acting  as  tellers,  Mr.  Dudley  Butler 
was  unanimously  elected  a member  of  the  Club. 

Mr.  Elder  called  attention  to  the  reported  bill  in  Congress  authorizing 
the  issue  of  100,000  McKinley  gold  dollars,  and  told  of  the  I’eceipt  of  a let- 
ter from  the  President  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic  Society,  which  has 
just  been  established. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  evening,  Mr.  Heaton  very  interest- 
ingly told  of  his  visit  to  General  Jackson’s  home  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  members  then  examined  the  exhibits  in  connection  with  the  sub- 
ject set  for  the  meeting,  “Tokens  and  Medals  of  Andrew  Jackson.” 

Very  rich  and  interesting  series  of  these  tokens  and  medals,  some  of 
them  very  rare  and  only  a few  specimens  known,  were  shown  both  by  Mr. 
David  Proskey  and  Mr.  F.  C.  C.  Boyd. 

Mr.  Proskey  showed  some  96  tokens,  medals  and  store  cards  in  gold, 
silver,  copper,  bronze,  lead  and  white  metal,  mainly  diffei-ing  dies,  and  very 
few  metal  varieties,  and  also  a ticket  to  the  Inaugural  Ball  held  on  March 
11,  1830,  at  the  Park  Theatre,  New  York.  The  exhibit  also  contained  one 
of  the  original  brass  buttons  worn  by  President  Jackson  at  this  ball.  In 
Mr.  Proskey’s  exhibit  were  the  following  thirteen  pieces  of  more  remarkable 
and  rare  types; 

MEDAl.S  A.M)  TOKENS  OK  ANDUKW  JAC  KSON. 

The  medals  and  tokens  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States  form  an 
interesting  seides  in  numismatics.  A good-sized  collection  of  them  can  be 
formed  without  difficulty,  but  the  series  includes  many  extremely  rare  pieces 
which  one  seldom  has  the  opportunity  to  acquiie  at  any  price.  The  medals 
and  tokens  of  Andrew  Jackson  are  among  the  most  interesting  of  the  entire 
series,  both  on  account  of  his  personality  and  his  opposition  to  the  United 
States  Bank,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  some  of  his  tokens,  both  common  and 
rai-e,  are  listed  among  the  Hard  Times  Tokens. 

At  the  February  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  the  subject 
of  the  evening  was  “The  Tokens  and  Medals  of  Andrew  Jackson.”  The  ex- 
hibit of  Ml'.  David  Proskey  was  noted  for  the  great  number  of  specimens, 
as  well  as  for  the  rarity  of  a number  of  them,  and  specimens  of  thirteen  of 
them  have  been  furnished  for  the  purpose  of  illustration.  These  specimens 
are  all  in  excellent  preservation,  several  of  them  being  the  finest  known. 

A few  yeai's  ago  there  was  published  in  one  of  our  monthly  magazines 
an  article  on  the  Presidential  Campaign  Medals,  by  Gustav  Kobbe,  and  from 
this  we  reprint  that  portion  relating  to  the  medals  and  tokens  of  Andrew 
Jackson : 

“Numerous  medals  were  struck  in  honor  of  Old  Hickory.  That,  even 
in  a I'epublic,  whose  institutions  are  distinctly  and  emphatically  civil,  niili- 
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tary  pi’owess  excites  popular  admiration  and  throws  a glamour  around  a 
public  man  beside  which  the  halo  of  statesmanship  grows  dim,  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  the  most  popular  medallic  design  with  Jackson’s  partisans  was 
a representation  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  his  chief  military  exploit.  On 
such  pieces  as  did  not  bear  it  it  was  at  least  referred  to.  Thus,  on  the  re- 
verse of  a large  medal  of  white  metal — a metal  resembling  pewter  and 
much  used  by  medallists — there  is  enclosed  in  a wreath  of  oak  and  laurel 
the  following  inscription;  ‘General  Jackson,  the  gallant  and  successful  de- 
fender of  New  Orleans  and  candidate  for  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  1828.’  In  fact,  his  renown  as  a soldier  seems  to  have  entirely 
obscured  his  political  reputation;  for  there  is  no  medallic  evidence  that  he 
was  supported  as  the  exponent  of  any  special  policy,  since  the  Jackson 
medals  of  this  campaign  contain  no  reference  to  the  candidate’s  utterances 
on  the  political  questions  of  the  time  or  to  his  position  toward  them.  His 
supporters  seem  to  have  relied  solely  upon  his  military  renown  as  a charm; 
and  they  were  not  mistaken  in  its  powers.  For  Old  Hickory’s  candidacy 
was  so  popular  that  tradespeople  issued  brass  medallets  (numismatically 
known  as  tokens),  usually  bearing  on  their  obverse  a bust  of  Jackson,  and 
on  the  reverse,  in  compliment  to  him,  a profile  of  Washington,  and  the  name 
and  business  of  the  firm  in  conspicuous  lettering.  Thus  the  hero  of  New 
Orleans,  in  company  with  the  Father  of  his  Country,  ‘boomed’  hardware, 
military  goods,  oysters,  and  drugs,  and  even  a mixture  for  soothing  shriek- 
ing infants  was  advertised  on  the  reverse  of  a military  bust  of  the  irascible 
old  warrior  from  Tennessee. 

“The  military  chai-acter  of  the  Jackson  medals  of  1828  makes  the 
political  character  of  those  of  the  following  campaign  the  more  marked. 
The  battle  of  New  Orleans  disappears  from  the  medals,  and  in  its  place  we 
find  evidence  of  genuine  political  warfare.  The  metallic  circles  surround 
such  mottoes  as  ‘The  Bank  must  peidsh,’  and  ‘The  Union  must  and  shall  be 
preserved.’  These  refer  of  course  to  Jackson’s  opposition  to  the  recharter- 
ing of  the  United  States  Bank  and  to  his  determined  resistance  to  the  South 
Carolina  Nullifiers — positions  he  held  as  firmly  as  he  did  the  ramparts  of 
cotton  bales  at  New  Orleans.  As  the  medallists,  in  order  that  their  produc- 
tions might  meet  with  a ready  sale,  have  always  adopted  those  designs  and 
mottoes  with  which  the  political  atmosphere  was  charged,  the  Jackson 
medals  of  the  period  referred  to  prove  that  political  pluck  can  also  excite 
popular  enthusiasm;  and  that  while  Jackson  went  into  the  White  House  in 
1828  on  what  may  in  a double  sense  be  termed  glittering  generalities,  he 
owed  his  re-election  to  the  strain  of  political  ‘must’  which  was  developed  in 
his  character  by  the  crisis  which  confronted  him  during  his  first  term.’’ 

A descriptive  list  with  illustrations  of  the  thirteen  specimens  in  Mr. 
Pi'oskey’s  exhibit  follows: 


No.  1. 

No.  1. — Obv.,  Bust  to  left  in  military  uniform.  GENl  ANDREW  JACK- 
SON.  Rev.,  THE  NATION’S  PRIDE  with  two  stars  in  laurel  wreath.  Brass. 
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Xo.  2. 

No.  2. — Obv.,  C.  WOLFE  CLARK  & SPIES,  NEW  YORK.  HARDWARE 
AND  MILITARY  STORE.  Bust  of  Washington  to  right  and  WASHINGTON 
in  oval  frame.  Rev.,  Military  bust  of  Jackson  and  JACKSON  in  oval  frame. 
Brass,  silver  plated. 


No.  3. 

No.  3. — Obv.,  C.  WOLFE  SPIES  & CLARK,  NEW  YORK.  HARDWARE 
AND  MILITARY  STORE.  Bust  of  Washington  and  WASHINGTON  in  oval 
frame.  Rev.,  CUTLERY,  PLATED  WARE,  GUNS  &c  193  PEARL  St.  N.  Y. 
Bust  of  Jackson  and  JACKSON  in  oval  frame.  Brass,  silver  plated. 


No.  4. — Obv.,  C.  WOLFE  SPIES  & CLARK,  NEW  YORK.  HARDWARE 
& MILITARY  STORE.  Bust  of  Washington  and  WASHINGTON  in  oval 
frame.  Rev.,  Military  bust  of  Jackson  and  PRESIDENT  in  octagonal  frame. 
Brass. 


No.  ."). 

No.  5. — Oiiginal  brass  button  from  Jackson’s  coat  worn  at  inaugura- 
tion. A circle  of  23  stars,  circle  for  shank  in  center,  a squai’e  outside. 
ANDREW  JACKSON,  MARCH,  1829.  All  incuse.  Only  four  known. 
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No.  6. 

No.  6. — Military  bust  of  Jackson  to  right.  GENi..  ANDw.  JACKSON. 
Rev.,  FOR  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  SECCOND  (sic)  TERM 
1832,  in  laurel  wreath.  White  metal. 


No.  7. 

No.  7. — Obv.,  Civilian  bust  of  Jackson  to  right.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Rev.,  BATTLE  OF  N.  ORLEANS,  showing  battle  scene.  White  metal. 


No.  8. 

No.  8. — Obv.,  Military  bust  of  Jackson  to  right.  ANd.  JACKSON  PRES- 
IDENT OF  THE  U.  STATES  1829.  Rev..  HERO  OF  NEW-ORLEANS  in 


oak  and  laurel  wreath.  White  metal. 


No.  9. 
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No.  9. — Obv.,  Three-quarter  bust  of  Jackson  to  left.  ANd.  JACKSON 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  U:  STATES.  1829.  Rev.,  THE  GALLANT  & SUC- 
CESSFUL DEFENDER  OF  N.  ORLEANS.  1815,  within  a laurel  wreath. 
The  finest  known.  White  metal. 


No.  10. 


No.  10. — Obv.,  Three-quarter  bust  of  Jackson  to  left.  ANd  JACKSON 
PRESIDENT  OP  THE  U:  STATES.  1829.  Rev.,  Eagle  holding  arrows  and 
laurel  branch  in  talcns,  within  a circle  of  24  stai-s.  The  finest  known. 
White  metal. 


No.  11. 


No.  11. — Obv.,  Military  bust  of  Jackson  to  left.  GENERAL  ANDREW 
JACKSON.  Rev.,  BATTLE  OF  NEW-ORLEANS  JANUARY  8th,  1815, 
showing  battle  scene.  Best  known.  White  metal. 


No.  12. 


No.  12. — Obv.,  An  equestrian  figure  of  Jackson  to  left.  ANDREW 
JACKSON.  Rev.,  Eagle  with  shield.  THE  ADVOCATE  OF  THE  AMER- 
ICAN SYSTPIM.  Best  known.  White  metal. 
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No.  13. 


No.  13. — Obv.,  Civilian  bust  of  Jackson  to  right.  ANDREW  JACKSON 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  A.  D.  1829.  Rev.,  Crossed  pipe 
and  tomahawk  and  clasped  bands.  PEACE  AND  FRIENDSHIP.  Silver. 
(The  illustration  is  reduced.  Original  measures  three  inches.) 


Mr.  Boyd’s  exhibit  contained,  among  others,  the  following: 

Satterlee  No.  21. — An  eagle  with  expanded  wings  bearing  the  U.  S. 
shield,  and  holding  a ribbon  inscribed  “E  Pluribus  Ununi,”  encircled  within 
24  stars.  Rev.,  Wreath  of  oak  and  laurel  leaves,  “General  Jackson,  the 
Gallant  and  Successful  Defender  of  New  Orleans  and  Candidate  for  the  Pres- 
idency of  the  U.  S.  of  A.  18  28.”  White  metal. 

Satterlee  No.  33. — Bust  of  Jackson  facing  to  the  right.  “Andrew  Jack- 
son  President.”  Rev.,  “Elected  A.  D.  1828.  Re-elected  A.  D.  1832.  We 
Commemo’at  the  Glorious  Victories  of  Our  Hero,  in  War  and  in  Peace.” 
Brass. 

Satterlee  No.  35. — Laureated  bust  of  Jackson  facing  to  the  right.  “An- 
drew Jackson,  President  of  the  U.  S.”  Rev.,  “Elected  A.  D.  1829.”  Rev. 
same  as  No.  33.  Brass. 

Satterlee  No.  38. — Obv.,  Card  of  C.  Wolfe,  Spies  & Clark.  Head  of 
Washington.  Rev.,  Jackson,  three-quarter  face,  in  oval.  Brass. 

Satterlee  No.  38. — Same  obverse.  Rev.,  Jackson  in  octagonal  frame. 
Brass. 

Satterlee  No.  38. — Same  obverse.  Rev.,  Jackson  in  oval,  plain  back- 
ground. Copper. 

Satterlee  No.  4 0. — Bust  of  Jackson,  three-quarter  face.  “Gen’l.  An- 
drew Jackson.”  Rev.,  A laurel  wreath.  “Hero  of  New  Orleans.”  Brass. 
Satterlee  No.  4 0 A. — Same  obverse.  Rev.,  “S”  of  Orleans  directly  over 

leaf. 

Satterlee  No.  41. — Jackson  facing  to  left.  “Gen’l  .Andrew  Jackson.” 
Rev.,  A wreath  of  oak  and  laurel  branches.  “The  Nation’s  Good.”  Brass. 

Satterlee  No.  42. — Obverse  as  last.  Rev.,  Wreath  of  oak  and  laurel. 
“The  Nation’s  Pride.”  Brass. 

Satterlee  No.  4 2 A. — Obverse  as  last.  Reverse  as  last  with  two  stars. 
Brass. 

Bust  of  Jackson  to  right,  “Jackson”  above.  By  Bolen.  Rev.,  “.Andrew 
Jackson  the  Stern  Old  Soldier,  a Foe  to  Traitors.  7th  President,  U.  S.” 
Copper,  brass,  silver. 

Same  obverse.  Rev.,  Jefferson.  Copper,  brass  and  silver. 

Obverse  as  last.  Rev.,  Bust  of  Webster.  Copper,  brass  and  silver. 
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Metal  design  for  U.  S.  stamp.  Naked  bust  of  Jackson  in  oval.  White 
metal. 

Button  from  Jackson’s  Presidential  coat.  Obverse  plain.  Rev.,  Circle 
of  2 3 stars,  circle  in  centre,  square  outside.  “Andrew  Jackson  March  4, 
1829.”  Four  known.  Brass. 

Satterlee  No.  29. — Jackson  facing  to  the  right.  “Andrew  Jackson.” 
Rev.,  A willow  tree  and  tomb.  “Born  Marc.  15,  1767.  Died  June  8,  1845.” 
White  metal. 

Bust  in  uniform  to  right.  “Gen’l  Andw.  Jackson.”  Rev.,  Wreath 
around  border.  “Retired  from  the  Presidency  of  the  U.  S.  March  4,  1837.” 
White  metal. 

Obv.,  Bust  of  Jackson  in  uniform  in  circle.  “Old  Hickory  Took  the  Re- 
sponsibility.” Rev.,  List  of  battles,  birth  and  death  in  fifteen  lines.  Copper. 

Obv.,  Bust  of  Jackson  to  left..  By  C.  W.  Betts.  “Gen.  Andrew  Jack- 
son.”  Rev.,  Sun  and  rays  inside  of  wreath.  “United  States  of  America” 
enclosed  in  circle  of  leaves. 

Book. — Pictorial  life  of  Andrew  Jackson,  with  117  illustrations,  by 
John  Frost,  LL.D.  Published  by  Bellknap  and  Hamersley,  1847. 

Other  exhibits  not  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  evening  were: 

By  Mr.  Proskey:  Spain,  Charles  II,  1682,  groat  of  Valencia  with  error 
in  the  spelling,  “Grasia”  instead  of  “Gratia.”  Austria,  silver  medal,  1898, 
commemorating  jubilee  of  Emperor  Francis  Joseph  and  shooting  festival  at 
Vienna.  Portugal,  1915,  one  escudo.  New  Y'ork  bronze  store  card  of  Keuf- 
fel  & Essei-  on  twenty-fifth  jubilee,  1867  to  ’92.  Netherlands,  10c.,  proof, 
1843,  with  Gothic  W. ; pattern;  never  in  circulation,  and  only  six  pieces 
struck. 


THIRD  MEETING. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  was  held  at 
Park  Avenue  Hotel,  Friday  evening,  March  10,  1916,  President  Boyd  pre- 
siding. The  following  members  were  present:  Messrs.  Adams,  Armstrong, 
Beesley,  Belden,  Blake,  Boyd,  Butler,  Elder,  Frey,  Imhoff,  Nangle,  Newell, 
Proskey,  Smith,  Swanson,  Valentine  and  Wormser. 

After  the  roll  call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  a magazine;  the  receipt  of  a com- 
munication from  the  Circolo  Numismatico  Napoletano,  announcing  the  death 
of  Prof.  Luigi  Correra,  one  of  its  prominent  membei's.  The  Secretary  also 
read  a letter  of  greeting  from  member  Clark,  of  Middletown,  N.  Y. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  a report. 

Mr.  Smith,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee,  reported  the  Club  in 
a flourishing  condition,  both  financially  and  as  to  membership,  and  an- 
nounced as  a subject  for  the  next  meeting  an  address  by  Mr.  E.  T.  Newell 
on  “The  Pui'chasing  Value  of  Coins  of  the  Classic  Period.” 

Mr.  Pi’oskey.  in  behalf  of  the  Membership  Committee,  reported  favoi- 
ably  for  election  Mr.  Clarence  J.  Carey  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 

The  Pi-esident  then  extended  a welcome  to  Mr.  Butler,  who  made  a few 
remarks  in  reply. 

The  Publication  Committee  announced  that  the  Yeai'  Book  of  the  Club 
was  in  transit,  but  owing  to  ti'anspoidation  difficulties  had  not  yet  arrived. 

3’he  Executive  Committee  announced  that  the  next  meeting  was  to  be 
an  infonnal  open  meeting,  to  which  ladies  were  to  be  invited. 
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Mr.  Fi-ey  called  attention  to  the  lists  now  being  prepared  in  The  Numis- 
matist of  the  $3  gold  pieces  of  1873,  1 875  and  1876.  He  thought  that  such 
statistics  should  be  encouraged,  and  urged  every  nieniber  to  coinnuinicate 
with  Mr.  Duffield,  the  editor,  in  case  they  knew  of  the  whereabouts  of  any 
of  these  coins. 

Mr.  Frey  also  suggested  the  desirability  of  publishing  every  year  a 
short  booklet  giving  general  information  on  our  Club,  which  could  be  used 
in  interesting  prospective  members  in  numismatics  in  general  and  in  the 
Club  in  particular.  This  was  referred  to  the  Publication  Committee. 

Mr.  Beesley  and  Mr.  Swanson  acting  as  tellers,  Mr.  Carey  was  unan- 
imously elected  to  membership. 

The  subject  of  the  meeting  was:  “The  three  most  interesting  coins  in 
each  member’s  collection,  and  comments  thereon.’’  The  President  called  on 
every  one  of  the  members  present  to  describe  and  explain  the  coins  he  had 
brought  with  him  for  exhibition,  and  evei-y  member  arose  to  the  occasion, 
giving  very  intei-esting  information  in  regard  to  his  exhibit.  It  was  one  of 
the  most  successful  evenings  the  Club  has  had  for  some  time  past.  The  ex- 
hibits and  remarks  in  connection  therewith  were  as  follows: 

By  Dr.  Valentine:  1 — A 50c.  Justice  with  autograph  signature  and  red 
back,  and  the  printing  on  the  reverse  inverted.  2 — An  18  02  half  dime  de- 
scribed in  Newlin,  No.  3.  3 — A 1796  half  cent,  extremely  rare.  4 — Feucht- 

wanger  3 cents.  Low  No.  118. 

By  Mr.  Proskey:  1 — Three  pieces  issued  during  the  siege  of  Cambrai, 
1595,  made  of  parchment  paper  from  a book,  of  leather,  and  of  lead.  2 — 
The  smallest  gold  coin,  1/64  of  a ducat  of  Nurenberg.  3 — The  extremely 
rare  Gen.  Washington  cent  with  the  reverse  of  the  New  Jersey  horse  head 
cent.  4 — 1810  half  dollar.  5 — The  unique  large  silver  medal  awarded  to 
Captain  F.  W.  Lynch  by  the  Paris  Geographical  Society  in  1848  for  his  trip 
to  the  Dead  Sea  and  the  River  Jordan. 

By  Mr.  Smith:  1 — An  extremely  rare  series  of  pattern  pieces:  1875, 
$1,  $3,  $5  and  $10  in  aluminum  and  copper,  and  $2.50  in  aluminum  only. 
2 — A unique  impression  of  the  obverse  dies  of  the  Washington  half  dollar  of 
1792.  3 — Very  fine  patterns  of  English  pence  of  the  Soho  Mint,  copper, 

gold  plated. 

By  Mr.  Adams:  1 — Three  proclamation  pieces  struck  in  silver.  The 
first  issued  in  Havana  in  17  6 0,  under  Charles  III  of  Spain.  The  obverse 
shows  the  bust  of  the  King.  The  reverse  bears  the  coat  of  arms  of  Havana, 
three  castles  and  a key.  2 — The  second  piece,  dated  17  24,  issued  for  Vera 
Cruz  under  the  reign  of  Louis  I,  who  reigned  only  six  months.  3 — The  third 
coin  was  issued  in  1760  in  Oaxaca,  Mexico,  and  shows  the  bust  of  the  King 
on  the  obverse,  with  the  word  OAXACA  beneath.  The  piece  was  discovered 
by  the  late  Benjamin  Betts,  and  is  regarded  as  unique. 

By  Mr.  Newell:  1 — Tetradrachm  of  Sermyle  in  Macedonia,  circa  500 
B.  C.,  similar  to  the  specimen  in  the  Berlin  Cabinet,  but  finer,  showing  the 
inscription  clearly.  This  coin  was  found  a few  years  ago  in  a tomb  at 
Beuha,  near  Cairo,  Egypt.  2 — Famous  medallic  tetradrachm  of  Eucratides, 
King  of  Bactria,  struck  in  honor  of  his  parents,  Heliocles  and  Laodice.  The 
only  other  specimen  known  of  this  tetradrachm  with  this  particular  mono- 
gram is  now  in  the  British  Museum. 

By  Mr.  Butler:  A policeman’s  badge  of  either  Louis  XIII  or  Louis  XIV, 
which  he  had  secured  at  a pawnshop  in  Rouen,  made  of  iron  and  worn 
around  the  neck,  with  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  Bourbons  and  the  inscription 
"Gendarmerie  Royale.” 

. By  Mr.  Imhoff:  1 — A very  large  gold  piece  of  Friesland,  known  as  the 
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triple  Kogger  Daalder,  16  01,  issued  by  Mint  Master  William  Van  Vierssen. 
Weight  7 314  grammes.  2 — Silver  siege  coins  of  Zara,  one  ounce,  equal  to 
4.50  francs;  2 oz.,  equal  to  9.20  francs;  4 oz.,  equal  to  18.40  francs.  3 — 
Maurice  of  Saxony  necessity  thaler,  struck  at  Leipzig,  1547,  to  pay  off  his 
soldiers  in  his  wars  against  John  Frederick  of  Saxony. 

By  Mr.  Frey:  Three  types  of  the  Swiss  20-franc  pieces  of  1888  (reeded 
edge),  189  4 (lettered  edge),  and  1901;  and  10  francs,  1912.  All  uncircu- 
lated specimens  with  emblematic  liberty  head. 

By  Mr.  Blake:  1 — Schraubthaler.  On  the  obverse,  Governo  Provisorio 
di  Lombardia  5 Lire  Italiane  184  8 (Provisional  Government  of  Lombardy, 
5 Italian  Lire,  1848).  On  the  reverse,  Italia  Libera  Dio  Lo  Vucle  (Free 
Italy;  God  Wishes  It).  On  the  inside  of  the  thaler  is  the  following  in  very 
small  photograph  reproduction:  Mit  schnell  vereinter  Kraft  ward  bei  Pavia 
die  Stellund  des  Feindes  durchbrochen,  in  die  Flanke  genommen,  und  auf- 
gerollt.  (By  quickly  united  force  the  position  of  the  enemy  at  Pavia  was 
broken  through,  taken  on  the  flank  and  rolled  back.)  Vom  20  bis  24  Merz 
1849.  (From  the  20th  to  the  24th  March,  1849).  (Six  names  that  cannot 
be  made  out  perfectly.)  Unsterblichkeit  dem  siegenden  Feldherrn  Oester- 
reichs,  dem  geliebten  Vater  seines  Heeres.  (Immortality  to  the  victorious 
Commander-in-chief  of  Austria,  the  beloved  Father  of  his  Army.)  Besieget 
bei  Mortara,  Borgo,  S.  Siro,  Gambolo,  Novara  und  abgedraengt  von  seinen 
Rueckzugslinien,  bat  der  Feind  um  Waffenruhe.  (Beaten  at  Mortara,  Borgo, 
S.  Siro,  Gambolo,  Novara  and  pushed  back  from  his  lines  of  retreat,  the 
enemy  asked  for  an  armistice  and  peace.)  2 — A $100  legal  tender  note  of 

the  first  issue,  dated  18  6 2.  3 — The  very  first  one  dollar  legal  tender  note 

issued  by  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  Belden:  1 — A U.  S.  Naval  Medal  of  Honor  with  the  new  ribbon. 
In  this  connection  Mr.  Belden  made  the  following  remarks:  “The  U.  S. 

Naval  Medal  of  Honor  was  established  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  by 
act  of  Congress  in  1861,  and  was  to  be  awarded  only  to  non-commissioned 
and  unlisted  men,  and  only  for  gallanti-y  in  action  or  some  other  distin- 
guished act  of  bravery.  Only  a little  over  6 00  of  these  medals  have  been 
awarded  up  to  the  present,  and  great  care  has  been  used  in  their  distribu- 
tion. At  Vera  Cruz  in  1914,  there  were  14  such  medal  awards.  But  in 
1915,  by  act  of  Congress,  a new  phrase  was  introduced,  by  which  the  Presi- 
dent was  authorized  to  award  the  U.  S.  Naval  Medal  of  Honor  to  commis- 
sioned officers  of  the  Navy  or  of  the  Marine  Corps,  for  services  in  action 
or  other  deeds  of  heroism.  On  December  4,  1915,  by  a general  order  of 
the  Navy  Department,  38  of  these  Medals  of  Honor  were  awarded  to  officers 
of  the  Navy  and  the  Marine  Corps  in  connection  with  the  operations  at 
Vera  Cruz,  and  out  of  all  these  only  two  would  have  received  the  Medal 
of  Honor  under  the  pi'actice  and  rulings  which  had  previously  obtained  in 
the  department.  It  is  very  much  to  be  deplored  that  there  has  been  this 
change  in  precedent,  and  it  will  cheapen  this  Medal  of  Honor  very  much  if 
it  is  to  be  awarded  to  officers  mei'ely  foi‘  performing  their  duty.’’ 

By  Mr.  Beesley:  Gold  coins  and  medals  as  follows:  1 — The  full  set  of 
English  Jubilee  gold  one-half,  one,  two  and  five  sovereigns;  2 — A Cromwell 
Broad;  3 — A Rose  Noble  of  Edward  I;  4 — George  IV,  two  pounds;  5 — The 
gold  Coronation  Medal  of  Edward  VII. 

By  Mr.  Boyd:  1 — A.-W.  193  A.,  Pattern  Eagle,  1855,  in  platinum, 
weighing  11  Va.  dwt.  (23  grains  heavier  than  the  regular  gold  Eagle),  unique. 
Intrinsic  metal  value,  $58.75.  Same  in  coppei-  and  copper-gilt,  A.-W.  193. 
2 — 50c.  Spinner  Red  Back,  autograph  signature  of  John  Allison,  Register. 
Jno.  C.  New,  Treasurer.  3 — A pair  of  the  rarest  N.  Y.  store  cards.  Obv., 
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Lovett,  Seal  Engraver,  Die  Sinker,  67  Maiden  Lane,  New  York,  Coats  of 
Arms,  Consular,  Notorial  Seals.  Rev.,  A ship  loading  at  wharf,  upon  which 
barrels,  bales,  etc.,  lie  exposed.  Brass.  Collins  Ready-Made  Linen  and 
Fancy  Store,  C7  Maiden  Lane,  Stock  Suspenders,  Collars,  etc.  Rev.,  Same 
as  last. 

By  Mr.  Guttag:  1 — A gold  20,000  Reis  of  Poidugal,  1725,  in  extremely 
fine  condition.  2 — A set  of  new  zinc  coinage  for  Belgium,  5,  10,  10  and  25 
Centimes.  3 — Luxemburg,  the  new  zinc  5 and  10  Centimes.  4 — The  new 
German  Iron  10  pfennig,  1916. 

By  Mr.  Wormser:  A set  of  coins  of  the  Swabian  and  Franconian  Circuits 
of  the  German  Empire,  as  follows:  1 — Franconian  Circuit,  Furth  Thaler, 
1624.  2 — Franconian  Circuit,  Furth  Thaler,  1625,  with  medallion  porti-aits 

and  Justice  and  Peace  seated.  3 — Swabian  Circuit,  Augsburg  Thaler,  1694. 
4 — Swabian  Circuit,  Stutgart  Thaler,  1694.  5 — Swabian  Circuit,  Ducat, 

17  37.  In  connection  with  this  exhibit  Mr.  Wormser  made  some  extended 
remarks. 

THALERS  AXI)  DK'AT  OF  THE  ERANCONIAN  AND  THE  SWABIAN 

KREIS. 

The  Executive  Committee  deserves  to  be  commended  for  the  very  excel- 
lent choice  of  a subject  for  this  evening’s  meeting,  as  has  been  proved  by 
the  many  very  interesting  pieces  shown  to-night. 

It  is  at  best  very  dilficult  to  pick  out  the  three  most  interesting  pieces 
from  one’s  collection,  as,  of  course,  we  would  not  collect  our  coins  unless 
they  were  interesting  to  us.  Especially  difficult  is  it  for  one  who  collects 
German  coins,  such  as  I do,  on  account  of  the  varied  history,  portraiture 
and  heraldry,  and  the  variety  of  the  coin-issuing  rulers,  which  are  repre- 
sented in  this  field;  for,  as  you  probably  know,  all  constituent  rulers  of  the 
Empire,  temporal  and  ecclesiastic,  from  kings  down  to  the  free  barons,  from 
the  Archbishops  down  to  the  Abbots  and  Masters  of  Orders,  cities  and  towns, 
issued  their  own  coins.  The  pieces  which  I have  picked  for  this  evening’s 
exhibit,  four  thalers  and  one  ducat  of  the  Franconian  and  the  Swabian 
“Kreis,”  are  different  from  all  these,  inasmuch  as  they  have  been  issued  by 
the  so-called  “Kreis,”  which  can  best  be  translated  into  our  English  words 
“Circuit,”  “Province”  or  “District.”  We  shall  use  the  word  “Circuit,”  as  it 
is  the  most  exact  translation  of  “Kreis,”  which  literally  means  “Circle.” 
The  Kreis  may  be  descidbed  as  a federation  of  the  Estates  of  the  Empire, 
and  these  coins  were  struck  by  the  rulers  of  several  States  jointly,  and 
herein  differ  from  most  other  German  coins.  It  is  unfortunate  that  neither 
Schulthess-Rechberg  nor  Madai  in  their  catalogues  give  in  detail  any  record 
of  the  historical  associations  of  these  coins. 

In  explanation  of  the  meaning  of  “Kreis”  or  “Circuit,”  this  represents 
the  convocation  of  the  Estates  of  a geographical  district  of  the  Empire  in 
assembly  or  diet,  for  the  purpose  of  making  local  laws,  administering  jus- 
tice and  organizing  military  affairs.  They  afford  us  a true  glimpse  into  the 
political  and  “Kultur”  history.  It  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  correct  infor- 
mation on  matters  of  the  “Kreis”;  for  Koehler  in  his  “Munzbelustinguen” 
mentions  that  a Dr.  Ernst  Goeckel  was  reprimanded  by  the  authorities  of 
the  Circuit,  in  session  at  Ulm  in  1688,  for  having  published  a book  upon 
the  laws  and  proceedings  of  the  Swabian  Circuit.  The  original  division  of 
the  Empire  into  Circuits  was  planned  by  Emperor  Albrecht  II  for  the  pur- 
pose of  better  administering  the  peace  of  the  land,  the  laws  in  general,  and 
common  military  affairs,  but  his  plan  was  not  carried  out,  owing  to  his 
death. 
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The  division  did  not  occur  until  the  reign  of  Emperor  Maximilian  I in 
1500,  and  amended  in  1512,  ten  Circuits  being  established  as  follows:  The 
Bavarian,  Swabian,  Franconian,  Upper  Rhenish,  Westphalian,  Lower  Saxon, 
Lower  Rhenish,  Upper  Saxon,  Austrian  and  Burgundian. 

The  administrative  head  of  the  Circuit  was  the  Circuit  Chief,  and  its 
military  head  “The  Colonel.”  There  were  four  “Circuit  Convoking  Princes,” 
who  constituted  the  body  at  the  head  of  the  Circuit.  The  Estates  of  the  Em- 
pire also  formed  the  Estates  of  each  respective  Circuit;  and  these  Estates, 
assembled  in  a local  diet,  had  charge  of  the  distribution  of  the  military 
levies,  of  the  elections  for  the  Imperial  Courts,  of  the  execution  of  the  judg- 
ments of  these  courts,  of  the  administration  of  the  general  peace  and  the 
police,  and,  what  is  most  interesting  to  numismatists,  they  superintended 
the  coinage. 

The  Franconian  Circuit  comprised,  among  others,  the  coin-issuing  do- 
mains of  the  Bishops  of  Wurzburg,  Bamberg  and  Eichstadt,  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Teutonic  Order,  the  Princes  of  Bayreuth  and  Ansbach,  the 
Counts  of  Henneberg  and  Schwarzenberg,  and  the  cities  of  Nurnberg  and 
Rothenburg,  Schweinsfurt  and  Weissenburg.  In  1792  a total  of  sixty-nine 
territories  with  one  and  one-half  million  inhabitants  made  up  the  Fran- 
conian Circuit. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Swabian  Circuit  was  founded  at  Ulm  in  1563, 
and  its  affairs  were  directed  by  two  yearly  meetings  of  its  Diets  usually  held 
at  Ulm.  The  Circuit  was  governed  by  the  four  convoking  rulers,  the  Duke 
of  Wurttemberg,  the  Margrave  of  Baden  and  the  Bishops  of  Augsburg  and  of 
Constance,  and  the  Duke  of  Wurttemberg  held  the  office  of  Director.  The 
Estates  were  composed  of  five  benches,  those  of  the  ecclesiastical  and  the 
temporal  Princes,  the  Counts,  the  Seignors  and  the  Cities.  Among  the  coin- 
issuing territoi  ies  which  belong  to  the  Circuit  were  the  Bishoprics  of  Con- 
stance and  of  Augsburg,  the  Abbeys  of  Kempten  and  Ellwangen,  the  Duchy 
of  Wurttemberg,  the  Margraviate  of  Baden,  the  Principality  of  Hohenzollern, 
the  Counties  of  Ottingen,  and  Lichtenstein,  Montfort,  Furstenberg  and  Fug- 
ger,  twenty-one  Abbeys  and  thirty-one  free  cities,  including  Augsburg,  Ulm, 
Memmingen,  Kaufbeuern,  Nordlingen,  and  Kempten.  The  total  number  of 
inhabitants  of  the  Circuit  was  two  and  one  half  millions. 

The  coins  of  the  Franconian  Circuit  shown  here  are  two  thalers.  Nos.  1 
and  2,  and  those  of  the  Swabian  Circuit  two  thalers.  Nos.  3 and  4,  and  a 
ducat.  No.  5.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Franconian  Circuit  also  issued  a 
gulden  of  1693,  which  Mr.  Belden  was  kind  enough  to  bring  with  him  this 
evening.  In  addition  to  the  two  thalers  of  the  Swabian  Circuit,  there  is  a 
third  one,  of  slightly  different  design,  but  of  veiy  much  greater  rarity,  and 
of  the  ducat  shown,  there  are  several  varieties  and  also  a double  ducat. 


No.  1. 
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Coin  No.  1 was  struck  at  Fiirth  in  1824  and  sliows  on  the  obverse  the 
shields  of  the  Bisliops  ot  Bamberg  and  of  Wurzburg,  and  ot  tlie  Margrave  of 
Brandenburg  and  the  Burgi'ave  of  Nurnberg.  The  reverse  shows  the  conven- 
tional double  eagle  and  the  title  of  the  Emperoi-.  The  face  of  the  coin  in- 
dicates that  it  was  of  the  Imperial  thaler  standard;  and  the  small  initials 
C.  S.  in  the  centre  below  the  shields  show  that  it  was  made  by  Conrad 
Stutz,  mint  mastei'  at  Furth  from  1 (522  to  1 (554. 


Coin  No.  2 is  much  more  interesting  looking,  and  was  also  struck  by 
Stutz  at  Furth,  in  1625.  The  obverse  shows  the  busts  of  the  four  rulers, 
each  in  a small  oval  frame,  giving  their  proper  titles,  and  all  arranged  in 
the  shape  of  a cross,  the  rulers  being  John  George,  Bishop  of  Bamberg; 
Philip  Adolph.  Bishop  of  Wurzburg;  Christian  of  Brandenburg,  and  Joa- 
chim Ernest  of  Nurnberg.  The  reverse  is  very  curious  and  shows  Justice 
and  Peace,  seated  and  embracing  each  other,  with  the  inscription  “Thus 
shall  public  welfai'e  continue  firmly  established.” 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  significance  of  this  inscription  we  must  pic- 
ture to  ourselves  the  conditions  at  the  time  the  coin  was  issued.  The  Thirty 
Years’  War  was  raging,  and  its  first  period,  the  War  of  the  Palatinate,  had 
just  come  to  an  end,  the  forces  of  the  followers  of  Elector  Frederick  had 
been  smashed  and  scattered,  and  the  Emperor  was  in  the  ascendancy,  al- 
though dependent  upon  the  forces  of  the  Holy  League.  It  was  in  16  25  that 
he  created  an  army  of  his  own  by  giving  Wallenstein  the  authoidty  to  recruit 
his  own  army,  and  this  army  was  just  getting  ready  to  invade  the  lands  of 
the  Northern  German  Pi'otestants  of  the  Lower  Saxon  Circuit,  who  had  aided 
and  abetted  the  Lutheran  Champions,  Duke  Christian  of  Brunswick  and  King 
Christian  of  Denmark. 

As  for  the  Circuit,  we  must  keep  in  mind  that  two  of  its  convoking 
rulers  v/ere  Catholic  Bishops,  those  of  Bamberg  and  Wurzbui'g,  and  the 
other  two,  the  Margi-ave  of  Branderburg-Ansbach  and  the  Burgrave  of 
Nurnberg,  were  Protestants.  The  inscription  would  show  that  the  leading 
spirits  of  the  Cii'cuit  realized  the  blessings  of  peace  as  well  as  the  necessity 
of  harmony  and  concord,  in  spite  of  their  religious  differences.  At  that 
time  the  Franconian  States  were  anxious  to  keep  out  of  war,  especially  as 
the  principle  had  been  established  that  the  soldiery  was  to  support  itself, 
and  live  off  the  conquered;  and  the  idch  Catholic  Bishoprics  of  Franconia 
would  have  proved  splendid  prey  for  the  invading  Protestant  armies — a fate 
which  later  they  could  not  escape. 

The  coins  of  the  Swabian  Circuit,  here  shown,  represent  a period  of 
German  history  less  tui'bulent  than  the  preceding,  as  the  wars  of  Louis  XIV 
were  conducted  not  so  close  to  home.  The  coins  are  issued  by  the  States  of 
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the  Circuit  in  the  same  v/ay  as  the  Franconian  ones,  but  the  names  of  only 
the  two  dii'ecting  Princes  are  given  on  the  coins,  although  in  this  Circuit 
also,  there  v.mre  four  convoking  rulers.  On  these  coins  there  is  a distinct 
reference  to  the  Circuit  itself,  in  which  respect  they  differ  from  the  Fran- 
conian ones.  The  coins  shown  are  No.  3,  Augsbui'g  Thaler  of  1694,  show- 


No.  3. 


ing  on  the  obverse  the  Coat  of  Arms  of  Constance,  ,vith  the  crosier,  mitre 
and  sword,  and  that  of  Wurttemberg,  with  the  Duke’s  hat,  and  the  titles  of 
Bishop  Marquard  Rudolph.  Baron  of  Rodt  and  Bishop  of  Constance,  and  of 
Eberhardt  Ludwig,  Duke  of  Wurttemberg.  The  reveise  shows  the  inscrip- 
tion “Moneta  Nova  Imperialis  Cii-culi  Svevici”  and  the  arms  of  the  Circuit 
consisting  of  three  lions  with  double  tails,  above  them  a small  Maltese 
cross;  below,  the  Augsburg  cone,  flanked  by  horseshoes,  the  insignia  of  the 
Mint  Master  Holeisen. 

Coin  No.  4 is  a.  very  similar  thaler  of  the  same  year,  but  slightly  smaller 
and  struck  at  Stuttgart.  Excepting  some  small  differences  in  the  inscrip- 
tions and  this  difference  in  size,  the  chief  distinction  is  the  mint  mark, 
which  is  a foal,  the  device  of  the  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  City  of  Stuttgart,  and 
the  initials  of  the  mint  master,  I.  I.  W.,  for  Johann  Jacob  Wagner,  who  was 
active  in  this  capacity  from  1680  to  1700. 


No.  4. 


Coin  No.  5 is  the  ducat  of  1 737,  and  in  general  appearance  similai-  to 
the  two  preceding  thalers.  The  obverse  shows  the  abbreviations  of  the 
names  and  titles  of  the  issuing  lailei’S,  Johann  Fi'anz,  Schenk  von  Staufen- 
berg.  Bishop  of  Constance  fi'oni  1 704-40,  and  Caid  Rudolph,  Duke  of  Wurt- 
temberg. It  also  shows  the  Coats  of  Arms  of  Constance  and  of  WTirttem- 
berg,  ci'owned;  and  below,  again,  the  mint  mai'ks  of  Holeisen.  The  reverse 
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shows  the  Coat  of  Anns  of  the  Swabian  Circuit  and  the  inscription,  trans- 
lated. “Gold  Coin  of  the  Swabian  Circuit  in  Accordance  with  the  Standard 
of  the  Empii'e.” 


There  are  several  points  of  interest  to  take  up  in  connection  with  these 
three  coins.  In  addition  to  the  two  thalers  here  described  (Nos.  3 and  4), 
the  issue  of  these  two  was  preceded  by  a third  type  which  is  very  rare. 
There  had  always  been  a great  deal  of  jealousy  between  Constance  and 
Wurtteniberg  as  to  theii'  respective  duties  as  Directors  of  the  Circuit,  Wurt- 
temberg  claiming  several  more  important  and  prominent  functions  as  their 
privilege.  This  controversy  had  officially  been  settled  in  1 6 62,  and  a medal 
issued  in  commemoration.  When  these  thalers  were  issued,  the  third  type 
here  referred  to  failed  to  show  the  crosier  and  the  sword,  which  were  the 
insignia  of  cei'tain  of  the  Bishop’s  special  ranks  and  piivileges.  Thereupon 
Bishop  Marquard  Rudolph  felt  insulted  and  demanded  a new  coinage  on 
which  the  ducal  hat  of  Wurttemberg  should  be  omitted.  The  issue  of  this 
type  was  finally  desti'oyed,  and  only  very  few  were  struck  and  distributed. 
The  Duke  would  not  accede  to  the  Bishop’s  demand,  but  the  ruffled  Epis- 
copal feelings  were  finally  appeased  by  leaving  the  ducal  hat  and  the  Bish- 
op’s mitre,  but  adding  on  the  Bishop’s  side  the  crosier  and  the  sword  which 
he  had  demanded  and  which  our  coins  here  show. 

Thaler  No.  3 was  struck  in  Augsburg  for  the  Bishop  of  Constance,  and 
No.  4 at  Stuttgart  for  the  Duke  of  Wurttemberg.  In  regard  to  the  latter. 
Binder,  an  authority  on  Wurtteniberg  coins,  states  that  Johann  David 
Daniel  had  been  the  die-cutter,  as  appears  from  a bill  still  extant. 

It  is  most  likely  that  these  thalers  were  struck  as  the  result  of  a new 
coinage  convention  which  had  been  agreed  upon  in  169  3 between  the  three 
Circuits  of  Franconia,  Swabia  and  Bavaria. 

Regarding  the  Coats  of  Arms  shown,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
Wurttemberg  Coat  of  Arms  shows  a field  of  lozenges  for  Teck,  the  fish  for 
Mompelgard,  three  stag  horns  for  the  parent  line  of  Wurttemberg,  and  the 
Imperial  battle  flag,  whose  custody  had  been  granted  to  Count  Ulrich  of 
Wurttemberg  as  far  back  as  1336,  by  Emperor  Ludwig,  an  honor  which 
Wurttemberg  later  had  to  contest  with  other  Princes  of  the  Empire.  Re- 
garding the  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  Circuit,  the  small  cross  in  it  seems  unusual, 
and  may  indicate  the  union  between  the  clerical  and  temporal  rulers,  ac- 
cording to  Binder. 

The  present  as  well  as  the  other  dies  of  the  ducat  shown,  a total  of 
13,000pieces,  v/ere  struck  from  discarded,  depreciated  and  withdrawn  gold 
coins;  those  of  the  Augsburg  Mint  being  struck  for  account  of  the  Bishop  of 
Constance. 

A word  remains  to  be  said  in  regard  to  the  economic  and  financial  con- 
ditions of  the  times  when  the  several  Circuit  coins  were  struck.  Their  is- 
sues seem  to  coincide  always  with  a change  in  the  monetary  system  which 
occurred  frequently,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  controlling  the  issuing  authori- 
ties and  the  tendency  for  everyone  to  exploit  this  privilege  for  gain  by  strik- 
ing coins  lacking  in  the  required  degree  of  fineness.  The  Kipper  and  Wipper 
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coins  and  the  hedge  mints  at  the  time  of  the  Thirty  Yeai's’  War  are  noto- 
rious. The  basis  of  the  German  currency,  strange  to  say,  was  not  the  thaler, 
but  the  gulden,  or  florin,  regulated  by  the  contents  of  fine  silver  in  each  coin, 
the  standard  being  a certain  number  of  pieces  of  a denomination  which  was 
contained  in  the  mark  of  Cologne. 

The  different  Circuits  had  several  mint  conventions  and  agreements, 
and  the  three  corresponding  Circuits  of  Bavaria,  Swabia  and  Franconia 
usually  had,  or  frequently  attempted  to  have,  a standard  different  from  that 
of  the  other  Circuits,  the  Lower  Saxon  for  instance. 

At  the  time  the  above  coins  of  the  Franconian  Circuit  were  issued,  about 
1623,  the  habit  of  striking  thalers  into  the  small  coins  was  prevalent,  thus 
depreciating  the  currency,  by  lowering  the  standard  of  fineness.  In  this 
year  a general  currency  reform  took  place,  by  which  the  thaler  was  estab- 
lished at  90  kreuzer,  the  gulden  thaler  at  80,  the  ducat  at  140,  and  the  gold 
gulden  at  104,  the  florin  or  gulden  at  two-thirds  of  a thaler,  and  finally 
thirteen  and  one-half  florins  to  one  fine  mark.  It  is  my  theory  that  these 
thalers  of  the  Circuit  may  have  been  struck  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a standard  coin  and  in  order  that  the  States-General  of  the  Circuit  might 
set  a good  example  thereby. 

In  this  connection  and  in  passing,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  our  old 
16:1  theory  is  nothing  new,  the  old  standard  ratio,  established  by  Imperial 
edict  as  well  as  by  the  edict  of  the  States  of  the  Circuit  about  1677,  being 
15  7/71  to  1. 

Monetary  matters  soon  became  confused  again,  and  in  the  second  half 
of  the  seventeenth  century  we  find  no  less  than  three  different  mint  conven- 
tions, according  to  which  the  thaler  was  worth  90,  96  or  105  kreuzer.  The 
Leipsig  Convention  between  Saxony,  Brandenburg  and  Brunswick  had  be- 
come very  popular,  and  finally  in  169  3 the  States  of  the  Swabian  Circuit 
had  to  change  their  currency  system  to  conform  with  it.  All  depreciated 
currency  was  recalled  by  the  Diet  of  the  States,  and  the  thaler  was  estab- 
lished at  9 0 kreuzer  or  two  florins,  the  ducat  at  4 florins.  As  the  issue  of 
the  thalers  of  the  Swabian  Circuit,  and  also  of  the  Franconian  gulden,  or 
two-thirds  piece,  falls  in  or  near  that  year,  it  is  most  likely  that  they  also 
were  issued  to  set  a standard  and  to  commemorate  this  currency  reform. 

Again,  the  issue  of  the  ducat  of  the  Swabian  Circuit  in  1737  corre- 
sponds to  a reform  of  the  gold  currency  in  the  lands  of  this  Circuit.  For 
there  the  Duke  of  Wurttemberg,  Carl  Alexander  (1733-1737),  had  intrusted 
a Jew  by  the  name  of  Joseph  Suss  Oppenheimer  with  the  finances  of  the 
country,  and  he  flooded  the  land  with  a depreciated  and  extensive  gold  cur- 
rency. By  very  strenuous  representations  of  the  Diet  of  the  Circuit  and 
finally  by  criminal  proceedings,  a stop  was  put  to  these  activities,  and,  as 
ali’eady  explained,  the  ducats  of  the  Circuit,  of  standard  fineness,  were 
actually  minted  from  the  surrendered  and  withdrawn  gold  coins. 

Thus,  I believe,  I have  shown  that  these  coins  of  the  Circuits  have  a 
very  important  historical,  financial  and  economic  interest,  not  common  to 
the  average  coins  in  our  collections. 


FOURTH  MEETING. 

An  informal  open  ladies’  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club 
was  held  at  the  Park  Avenue  Hotel,  on  April  14,  President  Boyd  presiding. 
The  following  members  were  present;  Messrs.  Adams,  Arnold,  Beesley,  Bel- 
den,  Boyd,  Carey,  Case,  Davidson,  Frey,  Guttag,  Heaton,  Kohler,  Low,  Mill- 
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er,  Newell,  Proskey,  Smith,  Swanson,  Valentine,  Wood  and  Wormser,  and  as 
guest,  Mr.  Sydney  P.  Noe. 

The  following  ladies  lent  distinction  to  the  evening  by  their  presence  as 
guests:  Mrs.  Boyd,  Mrs.  Case,  Miss  Cook,  Mrs.  Davidson,  Miss  Davidson, 
Miss  Frey,  Mrs.  Guttag,  Miss  Han-is,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Proskey,  Mrs. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Swanson  and  Mrs.  Valentine. 

After  the  roll-call,  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  two  magazines:  of  a contribution 
from  corresponding  member  Sig.  Memmo  Cagiati  of  Nos.  3 and  4 fifth  year 
of  his  “Suppleniento  All  Opera”  ‘‘Le  Monete  del  Reanie  Della  Due  Sicilie”; 
of  ‘‘Medals  and  Publications  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society”;  of  the 
‘‘Roster  of  the  Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution  in  the  State  of  California,” 
January,  1916,  and  of  an  announcement  from  the  Yale  University  Press 
concerning  the  approaching  publication  of  ‘‘The  Dated  Alexander  Coinage 
of  Sidon  and  Ake,”  by  our  member,  Mr.  Edward  T.  Newell. 

The  Secretary  also  announced  with  great  regret  the  death  of  the  father 
of  our  President,  Mr.  Boyd,  as  well  as  the  death  of  our  active  member,  Mr. 
Fred  B.  Barden,  which  occurred  at  Summit,  N.  J.,  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of 
his  life,  during  the  past  month.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  forward  a 
letter  of  condolence  to  Mr.  Barden’s  family. 

Mr.  Smith,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee,  discoursed  upon  the 
reason  of  this  evening’s  open  meeting,  saying  that  the  committee  had  de- 
cided to  show  the  ladies  of  the  members  of  the  Club  what  the  latter  gener- 
ally do  at  their  meetings,  and  that  while  the  members  pursued  the  collect- 
ing of  tokens  and  coins,  the  ladies  generally  were  only  interested  in  United 
States  legal  tender;  but  that  all  the  members  were  glad  to  see  all  the  ladies 
present.  A resolution  was  offered  to  extend  the  sympathy  and  condolence 
of  the  Club  to  Mr.  Boyd  and  his  family  in  their  sad  bereavement,  which  was 
unanimously  carried. 

Mr.  Carey  appearing  for  the  first  time,  was  heartily  welcomed  by  the 
President. 

Mr.  Boyd,  in  behalf  of  the  Publication  Committee,  reported  the  delivery 
of  the  year  book,  and  it  was  moved  and  carried  to  discharge  the  committee 
with  the  sincerest  thanks  of  the  Club,  and  that  the  new  Publication  Com- 
mittee hereafter  should  be  in  office. 

Mr.  Edward  T.  Newell  proposed  for  membership  Mr.  W.  Gedney  Beattey. 

Mr.  Adams  offered  his  resignation  as  member  and  chairman  of  the  Pub- 
lication Committee,  and  Dr.  Valentine  was  appointed  as  chairman  in  his 
place,  and  Mr.  Belden  as  additional  member. 

Mr.  Newell  then  delivered  his  address  on  the  subject  of  the  evening, 
‘‘The  Purchasing  Value  of  Coins  of  the  Classic  Period,”  which  is  printed 
below. 

A vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  Mr.  Newell  for  his  most  interesting 
and  scholarly  paper.  Several  of  the  members  present  were  then  called  upon 
for  a few  remarks. 

Mr.  Miller  pointed  out  that  in  valuing  the  coins  in  one’s  collection, 
more  attention  should  be  paid  to  their  historic  and  numismatic  interest  than 
to  their  monetary  value. 

Mr.  Low  stated  that  he  would  be  glad  to  give  an  address  at  some  fu- 
ture time. 

The  subject  announced  for  the  next  meeting,  in  honor  of  the  occasion 
of  the  presence  of  the  ladies  at  this  meeting,  is  to  be  ‘‘Portraits  of  Women 
on  Coins  and  Medals.”  • 
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Mr.  Heaton  pointed  out  that  a woman’s  head  always  added  beauty  to 
coins  and  medals,  and  that  a great  many  ideas  and  ideals,  such,  for  instance, 
as  Liberty,  were  expressed  on  coins  in  the  heads  and  figures  of  women. 

The  President  then  extended  a hearty  welcome  to  all  the  ladies,  the 
guests  and  the  rare  attendants  among  our  Club  members  who  were  present. 
The  business  meeting  then  adjourned  and  a very  sociable  time  with  visiting 
and  dancing  concluded  a most  successful  evening. 

Address  delivered  by  Mr.  Edward  T.  Newell  before  the  New  York  Nu- 
mismatic Club,  April  14,  1916. 


THE  PUUCHASING  VALUE  OF  ( OINS  OF  THE  CLASSIC  PERIOD. 


Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen — Instead  of  plunging  at  once 
into  the  subject  of  this  evening’s  discourse,  as  for  the  sake  of  brevity  I had 
hoped  to,  I find  myself  under  the  dire  necessity  of  commencing  with  an 
apology. 

So  often  certain  of  my  friends,  on  showing  them  a few  ancient  coins, 
have  asked  the  very  natural  question  what  such  and  such  a coin  would  buy 
two  thousand  years  ago.  It  therefore  occurred  to  me  that  this  might  make  a 
subject  of  considerable  interest  to  my  brother  numismatists,  and  the  little 
research  it  entailed  would  put  me  in  a position  to  answer  this  question  in  a 
more  satisfactory  way  the  next  time  I was  asked.  My  first  visit  to  the  library 
was  a rather  rude  awakening.  I found  that  the  student  of  ancient  numis- 
matics is  so  taken  up  with  the  attribution  of  coins,  with  the  study  of  weights 
and  types,  and  with  writing  volumes  on  the  extraordinary  beauty  of  Greek 
coins,  that  he  has  contributed  little  or  nothing  to  the  interesting  problem 
of  what  one  of  his  wonderful  coins  would  buy  twenty-two  centuries  ago. 
The  student  of  economics,  I thought,  would  surely  be  interested  in  this  as- 
pect— but  I had  completely  forgotten  that  he  was  more  or  less  of  a theorist. 
He  will  write  tomes — thick  ones — on  the  theory  of  money,  the  theory  of 
commerce,  currency,  values,  exchange,  etc.  etc. — he  will  even  plot  beautiful 
and  intricate  curves  of  the  rise  and  fall,  progress  and  retrogression  of  all 
these  things,  but  never  will  he  give  us  any  concrete  facts  and  data  as  to  just 
what  the  ancients  had  to  pay  (in  coi'rect  terms  of  our  own  money)  for  the 
every-day  commodities  of  life — an  aspect  of  numismatics  which  must  always 
have  considerable  human  interest  for  us  all,  especially  today,  Avhen  soaring 
prices  bring  this  subject  so  obtrusively  and  aggressively  to  our  attention.  I 
had  not  intended  boring  you  with  this  lengthy  preamble,  but  I felt  some 
apology  was  due  for  the  many  discrepancies  and  vagaries  of  the  following 
little  discouT'se.  The  material  has  had  to  be  brought  together  from  the 
works  of  numismatists,  archaeologists,  historians,  economists,  and  passing 
and  quite  incidental  remarks  of  ancient  writers.  This  paper  should  have 
been  the  work  of  sevei-al  years,  and  not  of  the  few  days  that  have  been  at 
my  disposal  at  this  very  busy  time  of  year. 

Now  the  majority  of  the  learned  and  ponderous  reference  books  to 
which  one  would  naturally  T'efer  give  us  the  illuminating  information  that  a 
drachma  was  worth  about  18  cents,  a Roman  denarius  about  14  to  16  cents. 
Undeniably  true,  when  these  coins  are  referred  to  the  purchasing  power  of  a 
similar  quantity  of  metal  to-day.  But  it  is  equally  true  that  an  ancient 
Roman,  generally  speaking,  could  buy  much  more  with  his  denarius  than  we 
can  today  with  our  15  cents,  even  if  we  should  exclusively  patronize  Wool- 
woi’th’s  Emporium. 

It  is  evident  that  the  intrinsic  value  of  money  at  a given  period  is  the 
power  it  confers  on  its  owner  of  procuring  various  commodities  able  to 
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satisfy  his  wants  or  add  to  his  comforts.  Now,  wheat,  which  has  ever  been 
the  fundamental  and  principal  sustenance  of  the  workman,  regulates  natu- 
rally the  value  of  work  and  the  commodities  which  aie  the  products  of  this 
work.  Therefore  it  is  by  the  average  price  of  wheat  at  any  one  period  that 
one  can  know  and  appreciate  the  intrinsic  value  of  money  at  that  particular 
period.  When  with  one  ounce  of  silvei'  one  could  buy  as  much  wheat  as  one 
must  now  pay  four  or  five  such  ounces  for,  then  this  ounce  of  silver  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  its  possessor  as  much  work  or  as  many  products  of  work 
as  nowadays  a weight  of  silver  four  or  five  times  as  large  would  do.  Down 
to  about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  we  find  that  the  average  price 
of  wheat  varied  but  slightly,  when  we  make  allowances  for  local  and  tem- 
porary conditions,  for  the  slight  changes  in  the  output  of  the  precious  met- 
als and  in  the  amount  of  these  in  actual  circulation  at  various  periods  of 
history.  The  discovery  of  America  disorganized  to  an  enormous  extent  the 
proportion  which  from  the  earliest  times  had  existed  between  money  on  the 
one  hand,  and  all  other  natural  productions  on  the  other.  Immense  quan- 
tities of  the  precious  metals  were  now  brought  to  light  and  dumped  upon 
Europe  with  a comparatively  small  amount  of  initial  expense  and  trouble. 
Work  is  the  first  measure  of  value.  It  is  the  common  price  for  which 
nature  sells  us  all  that  we  demand  of  her.  Every  production  has  for  its 
intrinsic  value  the  quantity  of  work  which  has  been  necessary  to  spend 
either  to  find  it,  or  to  produce  it  and  bring  it  to  the  common  market.  The 
silver  and  gold  of  America,  arrived  in  Europe,  could  not  represent  here 
more  than  the  amount  of  work  spent  on  their  extraction,  preparation,  and 
transport.  Therefore,  the  precious  metals  arriving  from  America  soon  low- 
ered to  their  own  level  the  value  of  the  metals  existing  in  the  Old  World, 
although  these  were  the  products  of  infinitely  greater  work  and  expense. 
From  about  152  0 gold  and  silver — in  other  words,  money — were  growing 
commoner,  while,  generally  speaking,  other  products  remained  more  or  less 
stationary.  This  naturally  and  immediately  resulted  in  a rapid  rise  in 
prices  all  over  Europe,  and  they  have  never,  for  this  and  other  reasons  too 
numerous  to  relate  here,  gone  back  to  the  low  levels  of  antiquity.  Money, 
speaking  in  terms  of  what  it  can  purchase,  is  less  valuable  now  than  before 
the  discovery  of  America.  It  is  therefore  the  greatest  fallacy  to  translate 
ancient  prices  into  modern  money  unless  we  take  into  the  strictest  account 
the  present  comparatively  low  value  of  gold  and  silver. 

To  form  a true  conception  of  the  riches  of  the  ancients  and  the  in- 
trinsic value  of  their  money  it  is  evidently  necessary  to  know  the  average 
prices  of  wheat  in  silver.  For  wheat  is  a commodity  whose  intrinsic  value 
has  always  suffered  the  least  variations  (barring  of  course,  purely  temporary 
fluctuations  due  to  seasons  more  or  less  favorable).  Roman  historians  fur- 
nish us  the  best  and  most  complete  sources  to  obtain  this  knowledge.  Pliny, 
according  to  Varro  (lib.  18,  cap.  3)  tells  us  that  at  the  time  when  L.  Me- 
tellus  brought  the  Carthaginian  elephants  to  Rome  (250  B.  C.)  a modius  (a 
Roman  measui'e  of  capacity  equal  to  1814  quarts)  of  wheat,  a measure  of 
wine,  10  pounds  of  oil,  12  pounds  of  meat,  30  pounds  of  dry  figs,  all  sold  for 
the  same  price — namely,  one  As.  Here  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
Romans  in  their  markets  were  accustomed  to  count  not  by  the  As  of  the  time 
(which  in  this  case  went  10  to  the  denarius),  but  by  the  Old  As  of  12 
ounces,  which  at  this  time  (250  B.  C.)  was  equal  to  6 common  asses,  or  3/5 
of  a denarius.  Hence,  in  250  B.  C.,  the  modius  of  wheat  was  sold  for  12 
ounces  of  bronze.  Fifty  years  later  (552  A.  U.  C.  or  201  B.  C.)  Livy  (lib. 
31,  cap.  50)  tells  us  that  a modius  was  worth  2 sestertii,  that  is,  8 asses — 
an  increase  in  price  of  two  asses.  The  prices  continued  to  rise,  for  Poly- 
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bius,  who  lived  after  the  passing  of  the  Lex  Papiria  191/190  B.  S.,  says  that 
the  average  price  of  a modius  of  wheat  at  Rome  was  4 obols,  which  at  that 
time  was  about  10  asses.  Cicero,  in  his  speeches  against  Verres,  gives  us 
the  prices  fixed  by  decree  of  the  Senate  for  the  wheat  which  the  Praetor 
was  to  buy  in  Sicily.  The  regular  wheat  was  to  be  paid  for  at  3 sestertii 
the  modius,  the  requisitioned  wheat  at  4.  The  Senate  evidently  tried  to 
treat  the  Sicilians  justly,  for  Verres  himself,  in  some  letters  to  his  friends, 
stated  that  the  price  for  a modius  of  wheat  in  Sicily  was  really  only  2 ses- 
tertii. A sestertius  at  this  time  was  worth  5 asses;  hence  we  see  that  the 
price  of  wheat  had  again  risen  in  terms  of  current  money.  Evidently  as 
Rome  emerged  from  a comparatively  small  and  self-supporting  city-state 
into  a large  and  populous  world-center,  the  influx  of  money,  the  increasing 
population,  and  the  inadequacy  of  near-by  food-sources  to  supply  the  de- 
mand, gradually  caused  a slight  but  continued  rise  in  the  price  of  the  staple 
food. 

After  the  burning  of  Rome,  which  destroyed  the  public  granaries,  Nero, 
to  appease  the  people,  distributed  wheat  at  the  most  moderate  price — three 
sestertii.  Martial,  in  one  of  his  epigrams,  speaks  of  four  sestertii  as  being 
a fairly  high  price  for  a modius.  From  all  this  we  learn  that  for  the  first 
century  B.  C.  and  the  second  century  A.  D.  the  average  price  of  wheat  at 
Rome  was  about  3 sestertii,  while  four  sestertii  was  considered  rather  dear. 
At  3 sestertii  the  modius  (that  is,  1SV2  quarts)  it  works  out  that  the  aver- 
age price  of  a bushel  of  wheat  in  Nero’s  time  was  21  cents  in  our  silver 
money.  Compare  this  with  to-day,  when  a bushel  of  wheat  sells  for  about 
$1.16,  and  we  see  that  in  Nero’s  time  money  was  worth  about  five  times  as 
much  as  it  is  today.  In  the  earlier  days  of  Rome,  say  about  250  B.  C., 
money  was  worth  about  nine  times  as  much — though  here  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  in  the  more  advanced  and  prosperous  East,  at  the  same  time, 
money  was  less  valuable  than  in  the  poorer  and  more  backward  town  of 
Rome.  The  price  of  wheat,  however,  did  not  remain  stationary,  but  as  the 
years  went  by  continued  steadily  to  increase,  until  in  Diocletian’s  reign  it 
had  reached  33%  cents  the  bushel  and  more.  This  was  not  only  true  of 
wheat,  but  also  of  every  other  staple  commodity  as  well.  Prices  were  soar- 
ing to  such  an  alarming  extent  that  Diocletian  about  the  year  3 00  A.  D.  is- 
sued his  famous  decree  fixing  the  maximum  price  for  articles  of  food,  wear, 
for  wages  and  salaries  of  all  kinds,  for  transportation.  His  preamble  to  the 
decree  makes  interesting  reading  for  us  of  today.  Here  is  Mr.  Abbot’s 
translation : 

“Who  is  of  so  hardened  a heart  and  so  untouched  by  a feeling  for  hu- 
manity that  he  can  be  unaware,  that  in  the  sale  of  the  wares  which  are  ex- 
changed in  the  market,  or  dealt  with  in  the  daily  business  of  the  cities,  an 
exhorbitant  tendency  in  prices  has  spread  to  such  an  extent  that  the  un- 
bridled desire  of  plundering  is  held  in  check  neither  by  abundance  nor  by 
seasons  of  plenty, — which  indeed  is  startlingly  like  some  of  the  diatribes 
indulged  in  by  some  of  our  popular  papers  against  the  Beef  Trust  or  the 
Cold  Storage  Interests.  It  is  very  interesting  and  instructive  to  look  over 
some  of  the  maximum  prices  which  Diocletian  attempted  to  establish  by 
law.  Thus: 


Diocletian’s. 


1906. 


Bushel  of  salt  

Bushel  of  rye 

Bushel  of  beans,  ground  . . 
Bushel  of  beans,  not  ground 
Bushel  of  lentils 


$0.74.5 


.45. 

.74.5 

.45. 

.74.5 


$0.79 

.45 
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Bushel  of  oats  22.5 

Bushel  of  poppy  seeds 01.12 

Bushel  of  mustard  01.12 

Bushel  of  wheat 33.6 

Quart  wine  (Picenuni,  Tibur,  Falernum)  22. 

Quart  wine,  common  variety 06. 

Quart  beer 01.5 

Quart  oil,  first  quality 30.3 

Quart  oil,  second  quality 18. 

Quart  vinegar 04.3 

Quart  honey,  first  quality 30.3 

Pound  pork 07.3 

Pound  beef  04.0 

Pound  mutton 04.9 

Pound  ham  12. 

Goose,  artificially  fed  87. 

Goose,  not  artificially  fed  43.5 

Pair  fowls  26. 

Pair  pigeons  10.5 

100  oysters  43.5 

5 artichokes  04.3 

5 lettuce 01.7 

5 cabbages  01.7 

10  turnips  01.7 

25  asparagus 02.6 

20  large  snails , 01.7 

WAGES. 

Barber,  per  shave  .9 

Gymnastic  teacher,  per  pupil  per  month 21.6 

Employee  to  watch  children,  per  month 21.6 

Advocate  or  counsel  presenting  case  $1.09. 

Advocate  for  finishing  case  $4.35. 

WAGES  PER  DAY. 

Diocletian’s. 

Unskilled  workman  10.8 

Bricklayer  21.6 

Carpenter 21.6 

Stone  mason  21.6 

Painter  32.6 

Transportation,  1 person  1 mile  .9 

Rent  for  wagon,  1 mile 05. 

Freight  charges  (foi‘  1200  lbs.)  per  mile 08.7 

Writer,  100  lines,  best  writing 10.9 

Writer,  100  lines,  ordinary  writing 08.7 

Writer,  100  lines,  documents  04.3 

^air  trowsers  08.7 

j'elt  horse  blanket,  weight  3 lbs 43.5 

Cover,  1st  quality,  weight  3 lbs.,  with  embroidery.  .$1.09. 

Women’s  slippers  21.7 

Men’s  slippers  26 

Boots,  first  quality,  per  pair 52. 

Soldier’s  boots,  without  nails 43. 


1.19 


.05  to  .07 


.15  to  .18 
.13  to  .16 
.18  to  .25 


.14  to  .18  lb 


1906. 
$1.20  to  2.24 
$4.50  to  6.50 
$2.50  to  4.00 
$3.75  to  4.90 
$2.75  to  4.00 
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Knight’s  shoes  

Senatorial  shoes  

Patrician’s  shoes  

Sewing  needle  

Military  mantle,  first  quality  . . . . 

Undergarment,  first  quality 

British  mantle  and  cowl 

African  mantle  and  cowl 

Storm  coat,  first  quality 

Gallic  soldier’s  cloak  

White  bed  blanket,  weight  12  lbs 
Ordinary  cover,  weight  10  lbs.  . . 

White  silk,  per  pound  

Genuine  purple  silk,  per  pound  . . 
Genuine  purple  wool,  per  pound  . 

Butter  

Fish,  river 

Fish,  sea  

Fish,  salt  

Eggs,  per  doz 


. . .30.5 

. . .43, 

. . .65. 

. . .01.7 

. $17.40. 

. . $8.70. 

. $26.09. 

. . $6.52. 

. $21.76. 

. $43.78. 

. . $6.96. 

. . $2.18. 

. $52.22. 
$652.20. 
$217.40. 


09.8 

.26  to 

.32 

07.3 

.12  to 

.15 

14. 

.08  to 

.14 

08.3 

.08  to 

.15 

05.1 

.25  to 

.30 

Prof.  Prank  F.  Abbot,  who  treats  very  interestingly  of  Diocletian’s  de- 
cree in  his  “The  Common  People  of  Ancient  Rome’’,  says:  “We  are  not  so 
much  concerned  in  knowing  the  prices  of  meat,  fish,  eggs,  flour  in  301  and 
1011  A.  D.  as  we  are  in  finding  out  whether  Roman  or  American  workmen 
could  buy  more  of  these  commodities  with  the  returns  of  their  labor’’.  He 
then  goes  on  to  show  that  the  average  expenditure  per  year  among  Ameri- 
can workmen  was  $617,  of  which  $16  6 were  used  for  food,  and  almost  ex- 
actly one-third  of  this  expediture  was  for  meat  and  fish.  He  continues: 
“Now,  if  we  take  the  wages  of  the  Roman  carpenter,  for  instance,  as  21 
cents  per  day,  and  add  one-fourth  or  one-third  for  his  ‘keep’,  those  of  the 
same  American  workman  as  $2.50  to  $4.00,  it  is  clear  that  the  former  re- 
ceived only  one-ninth  or  one-fifteenth  as  much  as  the  latter,  while  the  aver- 
age price  of  pork,  beef,  mutton,  ham  in  301  A.  D.  was  about  one-third  of 
the  average  of  same  to-day.  Relative  averages  of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  make 
a still  worse  showing  for  ancient  times,  while  fresh  fish  was  nearly  as  high 
in  Diocletian’s  time  as  it  is  in  our  own  day.  The  ancient  and  modern  prices 
for  butter  and  eggs  stand  at  a ratio  of  one  to  three  and  one  to  six,  respec- 
tively. For  the  urban  workman,  in  the  fourth  century,  conditions  of  life 
must  have  been  almost  intolerable,  and  it  is  hard  to  understand  how  he 
managed  to  keep  soul  and  body  together  when  almost  all  the  nutritious 
articles  of  food  were  beyond  his  means.  The  taste  of  meat,  fish,  butter,  and 
eggs  must  have  been  almost  unknown  to  him.’’ 

In  this  connection  it  might  be  of  some  interest  to  you  to  learn  what  was 
the  pay  of  the  far-famed  Roman  legionary.  Plautus,  in  his  comedy  entitled 
“Mostellaria’’,  act  2,  scene  1,  has  the  slave  Tranion  cry  out.  “Where  are 
those  brave  fellows  who  for  three  asses  face  the  javelins  in  the  breach!’’ 
The  comedy  was  written  sometime  anterior  to  217  B.  C.,  at  which  time  the 
As  of  which  he  speaks  weighed  2 ounces  and  was  equal  to  1/10  denaidus. 
The  pay  then  was  3 asses  per  day,  and  being  proverbial  was  evidently  of 
long  standing  and  goes  back  to  at  least  the  introduction  of  silver  into  the 
Roman  coinage.  The  pay  was  therefor  90  asses  per  month,  in  other  words, 
9 denarii.  In  217  B.  C.  the  As  was  reduced  in  weight  by  half,  and  hence- 
forth 16  were  by  law  to  go  to  the  denarius.  It  was,  however,  expressly 
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stipulated  that  the  Roman  soldier  should  not  suffer.  If  he  had  still  been 
paid  90  asses  he  would  only  have  received  5%  denarii,  so  it  was  especially 
stipulated  that  for  a soldier  a denarius  should  still  be  given  for  every  10 
asses.  (Plin.  lib.  33,  cap  3,  “in  militari  taiuen  stipendio  semper  denarius 
pro  deoein  assibus  datus.”) 

In  190  B.  C.  the  Lex  I’apiria  again  reduced  the  weight  of  the  bronze 
money  by  half.  To  offset  this  reduction  in  value,  the  Roman  soldier’s  pay 
was  increased  from  3 to  5 asses  per  day.  At  150  asses  per  month  and  at  the 
old  military  exchange  of  one  denarius  for  10  asses  the  soldier  now  received 
15  denarii  a month,  but  as  these  denarii  had  also  been  slightly  reduced  in 
weight  and  value  it  was  not  so  much  of  an  increase  in  pay  as  one  would  sup- 
pose at  the  first  glance. 

Caesar,  on  becoming  dictator,  doubled  the  pay  to  10  asses  per  day 
(Suetonius,  Legionibus  stipendio  in  perpetuum  duplicavit).  But  we  learn 
from  Hirtius  (dex  bello  hispaniensi)  that  this  increase  was  offset  by  dis- 
pensing with  the  good  old  custom  of  giving  the  soldier  a denarius  for  every 
10  asses;  henceforth,  like  other  people,  16  asses  went  to  the  denarius. 
This,  computing  300  asses  the  month,  gave  him  18%  denarii  per  month. 
This  continued  under  Tiberius,  as  we  learn  from  Tacitus,  who,  in  relating 
the  sedition  of  the  legions  in  Pannonia,  makes  Percennius,  the  leader  of 
the  revolt,  says:  “For  10  miserable  asses  per  day  you  sell  you  body  and 
soul — do  you  not  deserve  to  receive  an  entire  denarius?’’  As  we  said  above, 
a denarius  was  now  equal  to  16  asses,  and  the  brave  legionaries  were  strik- 
ing for  nearly  double  pay. 

Pay  was  distributed  to  the  soldiers  three  times  a year — once  every 
four  months.  At  10  asses  a day  we  have  a total  for  four  months  of  1200 
asses,  or  3 00  sestertii,  which  equal  to  7 5 denarii  or  3 aurei  (at  25  Den.) 
The  distribution  of  the  pay  took  place  with  great  solemnity.  An  entire  day 
hardly  sufficed  to  pay  a single  legion.  The  legion  was  drawn  up  in  line  of 
battle,  with  standards  flying;  each  individual  soldier  in  turn  left  the  ranks, 
approached  the  quaestor’s  desk,  received  the  pay  of  four  months,  while  an 
entry  placed  in  his  presence  opposite  his  name  on  the  pay  roll,  confirmed 
the  payment.  Josephus  (DE.  Bello  Judaico,  lib.  5 cap.  9)  describes  the 
manner  in  which  the  army  of  Titus  received  its  pay  during  the  siege  of 
Jerusalem,  beneath  the  very  walls  of  the  doomed  city. 

Domitian,  on  the  return  from  his  fake  campaign  against  the  Germans, 
in  order  to  increase  the  belief  in  his  pretended  victory,  increased  the  pay 
of  the  army  from  75  denarii  to  100  denarii  a month,  that  is,  from  3 to  4 
aurei  every  four  months. 

In  closing  I would  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  pay  of  the  Greek 
hoplite,  as  it  has  been  preserved  to  us  by  various  ancient  writers.  Demos- 
thenes tells  us  that  the  Athenian  soldier  received  4 obols  a day — in  the  slang 
of  the  day  to  tetrobolize  was  to  go  soldiering.  This  meant  rather  less  than 
a stater  a month,  as  the  value  of  the  stater  fluctuated  between  20  and  22 
drachmas.  Xenophon  informs  us  that  the  heavy  armed  soldier  received  1 
daric  or  1 cyzicene  stater  per  month,  the  captain  got  2,  and  the  general  4. 
In  slightly  later  times  the  Greek  soldier  received  an  Alexander  drachma  per 
day.  This  was  higher  than  the  Roman  soldier  received,  but  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  the  Roman  soldier  was  more  nearly  like  soldiers  of  countries 
such  as  France  and  Germany  who  are  requisitioned  by  their  government. 
The  Greek  soldier  (with  the  exception  of  a levee  en  masse  sometimes  resorted 
to  by  the  various  little  cities  in  their  'nternecine  wars)  resembled  more 
nearly  the  soldier  of  England  or  Amerlcu  who  joins  the  army  because  he 
wants  to.  His  pay  was  necessarily,  therefore,  to  be  higher  in  order  to  at- 
tract him. 
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FIFTH  MEETING. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  was  held  at  the 
Park  Avenue  Hotel,  Friday  evening,  May  12,  1916,  President  Boyd  presiding. 
The  following  members  were  present: — Messrs.  Beesley,  Belden,  Blake, 
Boyd,  Butler,  deLagerberg,  Elder,  Frey,  Heaton,  Nangle,  Newell,  Proskey, 
Reilly,  Smith,  Valentine,  Wood  and  Wormser. 

After  the  roll-call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Under  the  head  of  old  business,  a report  from  the  Committee  on  the 
United  States  Coinage  was  asked  for  and  promised. 

Mr.  W.  Gedney  Beatty  was  unanimously  elected  to  membership,  the 
Secretary  casting  one  ballot.  The  secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  one 
magazine;  of  an  invitation  from  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History 
to  an  exhibition  of  paintings  of  the  “Mystic  North”,  Alaska  scenery,  by  Mr. 
Leonard  N.  Davis,  and  of  a new  addition  from  Sig.  Memmo  Cagiati  to  our 
library,  consisting  of  the  eighth  installment,  issued  in  1916,  of  “Le  Monete 
del  Reame  delle  due  Sicilie  da  Carlo  I.  d’Angio  a Vittorio  Emanuele  II.” 

The  Secretary  also  called  attention  to  the  activities  of  member  Prey, 
who,  as  surviving  founder  of  the  New  York  Shakespeare  Society,  was  in- 
strumental in  the  erection  of  a tablet  at  Madison  Avenue  and  49th  street 
which  on  April  23rd  was  unveiled  by  his  daughter,  Miss  Mira  Frey.  The 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  acknowledge  the  invitation  and  Sig.  Cagiati’s 
contribution. 

The  Executive  Committee  pointed  out  the  difficulty  it  found  in  selecting 
subjects  for  future  meetings,  and  welcomed  suggestions.  The  subject  an- 
nounced for  the  next  meeting  is  “Reading  of  the  Prize  Paper  in  Mr.  Elder’s 
Competition”,  and  “Coins  of  Siam.” 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Club  subscribe  to  The  Numismatist  for  the 
year  1916  and  same  be  sent  to  Dr.  Valentine,  Chairman  of  the  Publication 
Committee. 

Mr.  deLagerberg,  in  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  submitted 
a brief  report  in  regard  to  proposed  foreign  medal  issues.  Under  the  head 
of  new  business,  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  the  A.  N.  A.  was  cele- 
brating its  twenty-fifth  anniversary  and  that  it  would  be  highly  desirable 
to  strike  a medal  in  commemoration. 

Mr.  Smith  called  attention  to  the  exhibition  of  paintings  of  Prof.  Heaton 
which  had  been  held  at  the  Carnegie  Library  at  New  Rochelle,  which  showed 
the  wide  range  of  subjects  of  this  artist.  Mr.  Smith  expressed  great  pride  in 
our  having  such  a versatile  member. 

Mr.  Elder  reported  the  recent  establishment  of  a St.  Louis  Numismatic 
Society.  He  also  told  at  length  of  his  recent  visit,  at  Pittsburgh,  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Peter  Greschwend  and  of  this  gentleman’s  numismatic  life.  He  is  now 
75  years  old,  and  had  started  collecting  in  1858,  belonging  to  an  older  gen- 
eration of  famous  numismatists,  and  counting  among  his  friends  Newlin 
and  Dr.  Maris.  He  still  has  a very  fine  collection.  Mrs.  Geschwend  lent 
Mr.  Elder  for  publication  a photograph  of  Mr.  Edward  Cogan,  one  of  the 
greatest  numismatic  cataloguers,  which  was  in  her  possession. 

Mr.  deLagerberg  called  attention  to  a recent  Swedish  publication  by 
Mr.  Applegren  on  Swedish  Mint  Masters  and  Mint  Marks.  Special  attention 
was  called  to  Mr.  Guttag’s  exhibit  of  current  European  emergency  paper 
money,  also  to  illustrations  of  German  war  medals  in  the  New  York  Times, 
which  would  undoubtedly  tend  to  arouse  interest  of  the  public  in  numis- 
ma^^ics. 
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The  subject  set  for  this  evening’s  exhibit  was  “Portraits  of  Women  on 
Coins  and  Medals.’’  The  following  were  the  exhibits: 

By  Mr.  Wormser:  Maria  Theresa  Transylvania  ducat  with  small  coat 

of  arms,  17  38;  Maria  Theresa  Ti-ansylvania  ducat  with  large  coat  of  arms, 
1742;  Maria  Theresa  double  ducat  for  Hungai-y,  1765.  Kasimire  of  Anhalt 
and  Simon  August.  Prince  of  Lippe  Detmold,  ducat  upon  wedding,  1 769. 
Charlotte  Sophie  Augusta  of  Sayn-Wittgenstein  and  Christian  Ludwig,  Count 
of  Wied,  thaler  to  commemorate  marriage,  1762.  Christine  Caroline  of 
Brandenburg-Ansbach  ducat,  1726,  and  thaler,  1727.  Elizabeth  Amalia 
Gredericka,  Princess  of  Solms-Laubach,  moiduary  thaler,  1748.  Maida 
Anna  and  Ferdinand  of  Schwarzenberg  thaler  1696.  Christiana  of  Sweden, 
Livland  ducat  1645.  St.  Helena,  Pation  Saint  of  Trier  (Treves)  14  thaler, 
1715.  St.  Hildegai'd,  Patron  Saint  of  Kempten,  thaler,  1694.  Fortuna,  lot- 
tery ducat  of  Charles  Theodore,  Elector  of  the  Palatinate,  no  date.  Sophie 
Dorothea  and  Frederick  William  of  Pi'ussia  marriage  ducat,  17  06.  Catherine 
of  Brandenburg,  Princess  of  Ti'ansylvania,  ducat  1630.  Louise,  Grand- 
duchess,  and  Frederick  of  Baden  2 marks  and  5 marks,  19  06.  Elizabeth 
Maria  of  Wurttemberg,  Princess  of  Silesia,  mortuary  thaler  1686.  Anna 
Amalia  of  Saxony-Weimar  5 thaler  gold  and  thaler,  17  64.  Anna  Dorothea, 
Abbess  of  Quedlinburg,  mortuary  ducat  and  crown,  1704.  Augusta  Maria 
Regent,  and  Louis,  Margrave,  of  Baden,  ducat  upon  Peace  of  Radstad,  1714. 
Elizabeth  Juliana,  Princess  of  Holstein,  Duchess  of  Brunswick,  mortuary 
ducat  and  thaler,  17  04. 

By  Mr.  Beesley;  Victoria  Medal  of  the  Lodge  of  the  Loyal  Independent 
Order  of  Britons  in  commemoration  of  1812.  Victoria  Medal,  1843,  com- 
memorating visit  to  Ghent.  Medal  for  English  visitors  to  the  International 
Exposition  at  Philadelphia,  1876.  Medal  given  by  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia as  testimonal  to  three  captains  for  rescues  in  the  wreck  of  the  S.  S. 
San  Francisco  in  January,  1854. 

By  Mr.  deLagerberg:  Sweden,  Queen  Christina  Medal:  Handsome, 

large,  d.ecolette  bust  to  right,  name.  Rev.  Allegorical  scene.  Paradise  Bird 
over  clouds,  “Liberc  i Nacque  e vissi  e Morro  Sciolto.’’  Copper.  Original, 
size  6 0.  Uncirculated,  Rare  Jeton  for  sale  at  German  Charity  Bazaar  in 
New  York  during  the  month  of  March  in  the  Sweden  Booth  No.  68,  by  the 
Dirigo  Distributing  Co.  Obv.,  Kaiser  Wilhelm’s  portrait.  Inscription: 
“Wilhelm  II  Imperator  Rex.  New  York,  1916’’.  Reverse  bears  the  inscrip- 
tion “Dulce  et  Decorum  est  Pro  Patria  Mori’’.  (It  is  sweet  and  proper  to 
die  for  the  Fatherland),  and  Three  Crowns  surrounded  by  a laurel  wreath. 

By  Mr.  Guttag:  City  of  Havre,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  bills  of  5 0 cen- 

times, no  date;  one  franc,  1915,  and  2 francs,  1915.  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
La  Rochelle,  December,  1915,  bill  of  50  centimes  and  one  franc.  Republic 
of  Colombia,  bill  of  5 pesos  gold,  1915.  Government  of  Gibraltar,  August, 
1914,  two-shilling  bill.  Russia,  bills  of  1,  2,  3 and  5 kopeks,  and  postal 
currency,  unused,  marginal  pieces  of  10,  15  and  20  kopeks.  Hamburg, 
Rabattmunzen  Gesellschaft  store  card  for  1 pfennig. 

By  Mr.  Proskey:  Portraits  on  ancient  Roman  denarii:  Octavia  and 

Marc  Antony;  Cleopatra  and  Marc  Antony;  Agrippina,  Sr.,  and  Caligula; 
Agrippina,  Jr.,  and  Claudius;  Julia,  Titi;  Sabina;  Faustina  I;  Faustina  II; 
Lucilla;  Crispina;  Julia  Domna;  Plautilla;  Julia  Paula;  Julia  Aquilia  Sev- 
era;  Julia  Soaemias;  Julia  Maesa;  Barbia  Orbiana;  Julia  Mamaea;  Marcia 
Otacilia  Severa;  Herennius  Etruscilla;  Mariniana;  Salonina;  Severina;  Mag- 
nia  Urbica.  Medals  of  family  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  with  Greek  inscrip- 
tions: Eliza,  Pauline,  Caroline,  Hortense,  Marie  Louise.  Eight  different 
small  medals.  Also  other  medals  of  Napoleon’s  family:  Marie  Louise  and 
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Napoleon,  on  marriage,  and  two  with  head  of  King  of  Rome  upon  his  birth. 
Also  several  larger  of  same  series.  Eliza  and  Felix,  princes  of  Lucia  and 
Piombino.  Theatrical  Medals:  Series  of  Jenny  Lind  medals,  most  complete 

ever  exhibited,  nine  different  specimens.  Rachel,  the  famous  French  actress, 
two  specimens;  Hippolyte  Clairon;  Hippolyte  Mars;  Marie  Dorval;  Catherina 
Magdalena  Krell.  English  Medals:  Queen  Anne  of  England,  capture  of 

French  Islands,  1708.  Queen  Anne,  victory  at  Oudenarde,  silver.  Queen 
Victoria  on  visit  to  Antwei'p.  Caroline,  Princess  of  Wales,  179  5,  two  speci- 
mens; Augusta,  Princess  of  Wales,  1772.  Charlotte,  Princess  of  Wales,  two 
specimens.  Mary  II  of  England,  16  94,  two  specimens.  Caroline,  Queen  of 
George  II,  1732,  three  specimens.  Queen  Charlotte  of  England,  175  2. 
Queen  Victoria  of  England,  four  specimens,  one  with  Napoleon  III.  Princess 
Alexandra  of  Wales,  186  3.  Large  Italian  Medals:  Clarice  Ursinia,  wife  of 

Lorenzo  de  Medici.  Nonina  Stroza,  wife  of  Bernard  Barbige.  Isotta  of  Rim- 
ini. Constantia  Bentivola,  Argentina  Rangona.  Miscellaneous  Medals: 
Duchess  de  Barry,  several.  Queen  Christina  of  Sweden,  the  most  famous 
numismatist  of  Sweden,  who  upon  her  death,  in  1689,  left  her  collection  to 
the  Pope,  six  specimens.  Ulrika  Eleanore  of  Sweden.  Maria  Theresa, 
Vienna  Numismatic  Society  Medal,  by  Scharf.  Empress  Eugenie  Caroline 
of  Austria,  wife  of  Ferdinand  IV  of  Sicily,  1768.  Kaiser  William  and  Au- 
gusta of  Germany.  Isabella,  Queen  of  Spain.  Elizabeth  Louisa  and  Fred- 
erick William,  Queen  and  King  of  Prussia,  1823.  Frederick  of  Prussia,  and 
Leopold  Frederick  of  Anhalt.  Emperor  Frederick  and  wife,  parents  of  Em- 
peror William  II.  Marie  Antoinette,  of  France.  Catherine  II  of  Russia, 
fouT-  specimens.  Catherine  I of  Russia,  with  Peter  the  Great. 


SIXTH  MEETING. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  was  held  at 
Park  Avenue  Hotel,  Fidday  evening,  June  9,  1916,  President  Boyd  presiding. 
The  following  members  were  present:  Messrs.  Beatty,  Beesley,  Belden,  Boyd, 
Butler,  Elder,  Frey,  Heaton,  Kohler,  Newell,  Proskey,  Reilly,  Smith,  Swan- 
son, Valentine,  Wilson,  Wood  and  Wormser. 

After  the  roll-call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read,  and  ap- 
proved with  some  slight  corrections.  The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of 
one  magazine  and  of  an  invitation  to  join  the  society  “Les  Amis  Des  Ar- 
tistes” for  the  purpose  of  preserving  French  Art.  Also,  that  he  had  sub- 
scribed to  The  NUxMisjiatist  in  behalf  of  the  Club,  as  instructed  at  the  last 
meeting. 

The  Treasurer  reported  no  important  change  in  the  state  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Swanson,  in  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  reported  that  the 
issue  of  a medal  was  in  contemplation  for  the  next  year  to  commemorate  the 
four  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Reformation. 

Mr.  NeAvell  showed  the  medal  designed  by  Spicer  Simson  and  issued  in 
connection  with  the  Allied  Bazaar,  now  being  held  in  New  York. 

Both  Messrs.  Beatty  and  Wilson  were  welcomed  by  the  President. 

Mr.  Heaton  told  some  of  his  reminiscences  of  Mr.  Cogan’s  Curiosity 

Shop. 

Mr.  Smith  recalled  to  the  members  the  serious  loss  which  the  numis- 
matic fi'aternity  had  suffered  through  the  recent  death  of  Mr.  Charles  Pryer. 

The  subject  announced  for  the  next  meeting  will  be  “Exhibition  of  Coins 
Not  Circular.” 


NEW  YORK  XU'MISMATIC  CLUB 


Mr.  Elder  read  one  of  the  papers  submitted  in  his  prize  competition,  on 
the  subject  of  “The  Dollar,”  which  was  very  interesting  and  entertaining. 

The  members  then  adjourned  temporarily  to  examine  the  exhibits  in 
connection  with  the  subject  of  the  evening,  “Coins  of  Siam,”  and  afterwards 
several  members  made  vei'y  interesting  and  instructive  remarks  in  explana- 
tion of  the  exhibits. 

Mr.  Frey  exhibited  the  following  Siamese  gold  coins:  Maha  Mangat,  1st 

issue  (1851-1858),  2,  ‘i,  and  8 Deals;  Maha  Mangat,  2nd  issue  (1868-1910), 
16  Deals;  Chulu  Longcorn,  2 Deals;  gold  bullet  money,  1,  2,  4,  8 and  16 
Deals. 

Mr.  I^roskey,  as  usual,  had  on  hand  a very  large  and  complete  exhibit, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  following:  A tray  full  of  porcelain  mon- 
ey; a tray  full  of  the  primitive  coins  of  North  Siam  called  Lao  and  Shan 
coins;  a large  collection  of  more  modern  gold,  silver  and  coppei-  coins;  a col- 
lection of  ticals,  fractions  and  multiples.  The  gold  medal  of  the  “Ord<^r  of 
Civil  Merit”  given  to  Frank  Vincent  by  the  King  of  Siam  for  writing  the  book 
“The  Land  of  the  White  Elephant,”  and  one  of  the  only  two  given  to  wliite 
men. 

Mr.  Wood  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  the  subject  of  the  evening,  out- 
lined below,  and  showed  one  hundred  and  forty  coins  of  Siam,  including 
coins  of  the  northern  provinces,  the  Lao  and  Shan  states.  Beginning  with 
the  north,  several  varieties  of  Ngun-Tawk,  made  at  Cheng  Mai,  were  shown. 
‘‘There  are  rough-looking  pieces  hollowed  out  on  one  side,  and  are  made  of 
silver.  A variety  cf  these  were  called  Shanbaw.  All  of  the  pieces  are  cover- 
ed with  an  orange  lacquei',  which  is  a part  of  the  coin.  Other  forms  were 
thin,  hollow,  silver  globules  called  shell  money,  issued  near  the  Burmah  fron- 
tier. More  to  the  east  the  pieces  take  the  forms  of  eliptical  bars,  many  of 
them  resembling  canoes  or  dugouts,  especially  in  the  territory  along  the  Me 
Kong  River.  When  in  copper  the  bars  were  left  as  they  were  cast.  The 
silver  bars  were  very  often  partially  cut  and  bent  into  peculiar  shapes,  which 
later  degenerated  into  the  more  common  spherical  tical.  These  pieces  some- 
times showed  something  like  a punch  mark  inside.  The  tical  was  discon- 
tinued about  1860.  Two  specimens  of  these  silver  bars  bent  into  a shape  re- 
sembling an  army  saddles  were  shown.  Of  the  regular  Siamese  spherical 
tical,  or  bullet  money,  five  specimens  were  shown  in  gold  and  thirty  in  silver. 
Of  the  later  fiat  issues,  four  specimens  were  shown  in  gold,  including  one 
very  rare  piece  struck  at  Bangkok  for  use  in  that  city.  The  flat  silver  coins 
v/ere  represented  by  twenty-four  specimens;  the  copper,  lead  and  nickel  by 
forty-eight  specimens;  these  included  several  patterns.  One  of  the  most 
interesting  specimens  was  a Mexican  dollar  counterstamped  with  the  two 
marks  used  on  spherical  coins,  showing  that  this  piece  was  legally  current 
in  Siam.  About  1860  modern  flat  money  was  introduced,  but  even  this  was 
sometimes  bent  up  into  spherical  shapes  by  the  natives,  who,  being  enthusi- 
astic gamblers,  could  shoot  the  rounded  money  more  easily  to  the  “croupier.” 

The  money  of  the  Shan  states  is  peculiar,  in  that  they  had  the  habit  of 
dropping  the  molten  silver  metal  into  water,  which  caused  the  coins  to  be 
blown  up,  and  gave  them  a somewhat  spongy  appearance,  and  produced  little 
holes.” 

Mr.  Proskey  and  Mr.  Reilly  supplemented  Mr.  Wood’s  remarks,  and  the 
following  additional  information  on  the  subject  was  gathered: 

“It  is  interesting  to  note  that  although  the  primitive  Siamese  coins  ap- 
peared crude,  a uniformity  of  weight  generally  prevails.  The  silver  tical  is 
the  unit  down  to  the  thirty-second,  and  from  the  double  up.  The  half  and 
the  thirty-second  appear  the  scarcest.  The  famous  ratio  of  sixteen  to  one 
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is  also  illustrated  in  these  coins,  as  two  ticals,  weigh  one  ounce  of  silver, 
and  the  gold  standard  piece,  which  also  weighs  one  ounce,  has  a value  of 
thirty-two  ticals,  producing  the  ratio  of  sixteen  to  one.  These  gold  pieces 
form  a second  currency  system  known  as  the  Catty  series,  the  smallest  of 
which  is  valued  at  10  ticals,  and  this  series  probably  represents  merely 
treasury  pieces. 

The  porcelain  pieces  were  chiefly  issued  by  Chinese  merchants,  who  are 
more  or  less  in  the  control  of  trade,  and  who  issued  them  to  supply  the  needs 
of  change.  Their  name  and  reputation  as  “gambling-house  money”  is  not 
deserved.  They  have  local  currency  value  in  the  various  districts,  and  if  a 
merchant  moved,  he  would  send  out  criers  to  call  it  in. 

This  currency  was  in  use  for  one  hundred  and  one  years,  from  177  6 to 
1877,  and  was  made  of  various  materials,  terra-cotta,  glass,  paste,  wood, 
ivory,  but  chiefly  porcelain.  It  also  occurs  in  odd  shapes,  star-shaped,  and 
in  the  shape  of  leaves  and  small  animals.” 


SEVENTH  MEETING. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  was  held  at 
Park  Avenue  Hotel,  Friday  evening,  July  14,  1916,  President  Boyd  presid- 
ing. The  following  members  were  present:  Messrs.  Beatty,  Beesley,  Belden, 
Boyd,  Butler,  Davison,  Elder,  Frey,  Heaton,  Nangle,  Proskey,  Smith,  Swan- 
son, Valentine,  Wood  and  Wormser. 

During  the  exhibition  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moulton  visited  the  meeting  as 
guests  of  Mr.  Davison. 

After  the  roll-call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  approved  as 

read. 

The  Secretary  read  letters  from  Mr.  Schulman  and  Mr.  deLagerberg, 
which  contained  personal  matters  of  interest  to  the  Club. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  a report. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  as  the  subject  of  the  next  meeting, 
“Counterfeit  Coins  and  Paper  Money.” 

Mr.  Heaton  read  a very  interesting  clipping  in  connection  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  Star-Spangled  Banner. 

Messrs.  Beesley,  Frey,  Butler  and  Wormser  each  made  a few  remarks  in 
explanation  of  the  exhibits  which  they  were  showing  in  connection  with  the 
subject  of  the  evening,  “Coins  not  Circular.” 

Mr.  Frey  called  special  attention  to  the  exhibit  of  several  coins  in 
beautiful  condition  by  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Beller,  which  he  had  kindly  loaned  to 
the  Club  although  not  a member. 

The  exhibits  were  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Frey:  Daric  of  Darius  III.,  B.  C.  337-320.  Assam,  octagonal 

Mohur  of  Gaurianatha  Simha  (1780-1796).  Java,  24  Krishnalas  (Mil- 
lies, No.  1).  Hindustan,  Schah  Jehan  (1628-1658),  square  mohur  of  year 
14  (B.  M.  Cat.  No.  577  ).  Mozambique,  2 mizquals.  Japan,  Bunsci  Ko- 
ban  Kin  (circa  1820),  Munro  xx,  2.  Japan,  Tempo  Koban  of  1 ryo  (1852), 
Munro  xix,  2.  Japan,  varieties  of  14,  1 and  2 bu.  Austria,  square  ducat 
for  Vienna,  1 529.  Nuremburg,  square  “hobby-horse”  ducat,  1650.  Nurem- 
burg,  set  of  1/16,  %,  14.  14,  and  1 ducat,  1 700.  California,  octagonal  dol- 
lars, 1853,  1875. 

By  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Beller:  Middleburg,  square  necessity  crown,  1 522. 
Amsterdam,  40  stivers,  1578.  Amsterdam,  50  stivers,  1672.  Saxony,  square 
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crown,  1693,  upon  the  conferring  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter.  Saxony, 
Johann  Georg,  square  crown  with  his  portrait. 

By  Mr.  Butler:  Salzburg,  1593,  single  and  doul)le  klippe  “Tower” 

thaler.  Transylvania,  Gabriel  Bethlen,  1 627,  Kashau  klippe  double  thaler. 

By  Mr.  Beesley:  Sweden,  plate  money,  y-i,  1,  and  4 daler  of  King  Fred- 
erick; and  2 daler  of  Ulrica  Eleonora.  England,  Henry  I,  14  penny.  New- 
ark, Charles  I,  1 646,  sixpence.  Sevei-al  Japanese  and  Indian  in-egular- 
shaped  coins. 

By  Mr.  Wormser:  Strassburg,  klippe  thaler  upon  Jubilee  of  Refonna- 

tion,  1617.  Lippe,  Simon  Henry  Adolph,  octagonal  14  thaler  upon  33i'd 
birthday.  Lippe,  Frederick  Adolph,  octagonal  thaler,  1715.  Lippe,  Fi'ed- 
erick  Adolph,  klippe  14  thaler,  1713,  upon  4 6th  birthday.  Denmai’k,  Chris- 
tian V,  medallic  klippe  thaler  upon  his  coi'onation,  with  pictui’e  of  elephant. 
Ost-Friesland,  Enno  klippe  double  thaler,  1615.  Salzburg,  Paris,  klippe 
triple  thaler,  1629.  Saxony,  klippe  thaler,  1669,  upon  christening  of  Pi'ince. 
Saxony,  klippe  thalei',  1697,  upon  visit  of  Polish  magnates.  Saxony,  klippe 
thaler,  16  78,  upon  opening  of  new  shooting  galleiy.  Saxony,  Weissenfels, 
klippe  thaler,  1717,  upon  pigeon  shooting.  Augsbui'g,  octagonal  kreuzer. 

By  Mr.  Proskey:  As  usual,  a large  exhibit,  347  varieties,  of  copper, 

nickel,  gold  and  silver  coins  in  irregular  and  odd  shapes,  as  follows:  Siam, 

bullet  money,  9 silver,  1 gold,  3 porcelain.  Cochin  China,  oblong  square 
bars,  7 silver.  China  shoe  money,  4 silver.  Akita,  large  oval,  6 silvei'.  Ja- 
pan, bullet  01'  bean  shaped  (1  spectacle  shape),  20  silver.  Japan,  oblong 
square,  21  silver,  1 pewter  pattern,  12  gold.  Japan,  oblong  oval,  large,  3 
silver,  4 gold.  Corea,  temple  money,  flower,  fan  and  buckle  shapes,  7 bronze. 
China,  bridge,  spade,  sword,  razor,  key,  bell,  axe,  cowrie,  etc.,  shapes,  4 7 
bronze,  bamboo  5.  Persia,  Hindu  States,  Java,  Japan,  Tranquebar,  Spain, 
Sicily,  Morocco,  Tunis,  Milan,  oblong  bars,  square,  octagonal,  oval,  etc.,  39 
copper,  5 silver,  2 nickel.  Pahang,  square  hats  2;  Keda,  rooster.  Georgia, 
heart  shape,  copper  (1200  A.  D.).  Ancient  Athens,  oval  tetradrachms,  etc., 
7 silver.  Persian  dai'ic,  1 gold.  Judea,  irregular  mites,  bronze  3.  Ancient 
Roman,  vertebraic  bronze  1.  Byzantine,  cup  shape  (5  rulers),  1 gold.  Mo- 
zambique onzas,  octagonal  oblongs,  2 silver.  Spanish  America,  Mexico,  heart 
shaped,  oval,  square,  octagonal,  scalloped,  hacienda  tokens  in  German  silver, 
brass,  copper,  10.  Mexico,  Peru,  Costa  Rica,  cob  money,  odd  shapes,  18 
silver.  Nuremberg,  square,  4 gold,  3 silver.  Regensberg,  octagonal  hellers, 
1695  to  1797,  copper,  15  dates.  Cambray,  siege  (1595),  octagonal,  1 lead, 
1 leather,  1 parchment.  Transylvania,  1663,  crown.  Majorca,  30  sous,  1808, 
octagonal  silver.  Salzburg,  6 sizes.  Saxony,  crowns,  5.  Denmark,  1648, 
and  2 bracteates,  all  silver,  square.  Siege  pieces  or  necessity  money:  Am- 

sterdam 4,  Campen,  Harlaem  2,  Daventer,  Leyden,  Breda  2,  Munster,  Zier- 
icksee  2,  Middleburg  2,  Breisach,  Tournay,  Strasburg,  Silesia,  Minden,  Over- 
yssel,  Landau  2,  Julich,  Groningen  4,  Newark  3 — all  silver,  square,  lozenge 
or  octagonal. 

Dr.  Valentine  also  exhibited  a forerunner  of  the  United  States  frac- 
tional currency,  a cardboard  ticket,  Ic,  issued  by  ,T.  Bilyou,  Jr.,  19th  St.  and 
Broadway,  about  1862. 


EIGHTH  MEETING. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  was  held  at 
Park  Avenue  Hotel,  Friday  evening,  August  11th,  1916,  President  Boyd 
presiding.  The  following  members  were  present:  Messrs.  Beatty,  Beesley, 
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Belden,  Boyd,  Butler,  Frey,  Kohler,  Nangle,  Newell,  Jroskey,  J.  W.  Scott, 
Swanson,  Valentine,  Wilson,  Wood  and  Wormser. 

After  the  roll  call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  several  advertisements;  a month- 
ly magazine;  and  read  a letter  from  corresponding  member  Sig.  Lanfranco, 
Director  of  the  Royal  Mint,  promising  a contribution  to  the  library  in  the 
near  future. 

The  Treasurer  reported  no  essential  change. 

Mr.  Swanson  showed  a model  in  bronze  of  the  Luther  Medal  soon  to 
be  issued  by  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  Luther  Quadri-centennial,  de- 
signed by  himself,  showing  on  the  obverse  a portrait  of  Luther,  and  on  the 
reverse  a very  fine  conception  of  the  young  monk  affixing  the  theses  to  the 
door  of  the  church. 

The  subject  announced  for  the  September  meeting  is  an  address  by  Mr. 
Wormser  on  “Coins  of  the  Wild-Man  Type.” 

The  subject  for  exhibits  of  the  evening  was  “Counterfeit  Coins  and 
Paper  Money,”  and  the  following  were  shown: 

By  Mr.  Wood:  32  Greek  and  52  Roman  coins. 

By  Mr.  Kohler:  A number  of  United  States  silver  3-cent  pieces.  Sev- 

eral trays  of  foreign  counterfeits  of  all  sizes,  especially  French,  English, 
German,  Spanish  and  Mexican  money.  Copies  of  the  Jewish  shekel  and 
one-half  shekel.  An  imitation  of  a dekadrachm  of  Alexander  the  Great. 

By  Mr.  Proskey:  A wide  range  of  variety,  450  pieces  of  fakes,  imita- 

tions and  counterfeits.  Among  them  Becker’s  Greek,  Roman,  German  and 
Spanish  coins,  and  a general  line  of  European  and  Oriental  counterfeits. 
Especially  interesting  were  siege  pieces,  the  Sommer  Islands  shilling,  six- 
pence and  twopence  in  silver,  and  Wyllis  Betts’  die  for  the  Lord  Baltimore 
penny,  and  several  American  colonials. 

By  Mr.  Wormser:  Lucerne,  1603,  one-half  thaler  (catalogue  Schul- 

thess-Rechberg,  No.  6423).  Mansfeld,  David,  1609,  motto  thaler. 

By  Mr.  Newell:  Modern  Greek  counterfeits  as  follows:  1 Theban  stater, 

struck  from  electrotyped  dies.  6 5 silver  countei-feits  (mostly  didrachms  of 
Larissa  and  Corinth),  said  to  be  the  handwork  of  Christodoulos  of  Athens. 
Also  16  bronze  specimens  from  the  same  mint.  6 silver  Becker  tetra- 
drachms.  2 gold  counterfeits  of  Kushan  staters  made  by  modern  counter- 
feiters in  India.  Good  counterfeits  of  gold  staters  of  Lysimachus,  Philip 
one-half  stater  of  Cyrene;  one-third  stater  of  Amyntas,  and  many  other 
cast,  sti'uck  and  electrotyped. 

By  Mr.  Guttag:  60  counterfeit  silver  issues  of  Mexico,  Spain,  etc.,  all 

of  the  five-franc  size.  Included  were  a number  of  spurious  Trade  Dollars. 
About  200  coins  of  smaller  denomination.  Paper  Money — 200  reis  of  the 
Bank  of  Brazil,  counterstamped  “Falsa.”  10  pesos  of  Uruguay.  10  milreis 
of  Brazil.  5 lira  of  Italy. 

Exhibits  of  other  interesting  coins  apart  from  the  subject  of  the  meet- 
ing were  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Proskey:  A silver  pattern  of  the  Hamburg  double  ducat  of 

1742;  New  York  store  card  of  Stillgebauer’s  Restaurant,  “Unter  den  Lin- 
den” Clam  Bake,  1903. 

By  Mr.  Wood:  12  silver  coins  and  18  copper  coins  of  the  Mexican 

State  of  Oaxaca,  revolution  of  1915,  the  silver  pieces  showing  the  head  of 
Juarez,  among  them  the  centavo  in  rectangular  shape. 
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NINTH  MEETING. 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  was  held  at 
Park  Avenue  Hotel  Friday  evening,  Septembei-  8,  1916,  President  Boyd  pre- 
siding. The  following  members  were  pi'esent:  Messrs.  Beatty,  Beesley, 

Boyd,  Butler,  Davidson,  Elder,  Frey,  Proskey,  Smith,  Valentine  and  Worm- 
ser.  As  guest,  Mi'.  Louis  M'.  Wormser. 

After  the  roll-call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  the  Annual  of  1915-16  of  the 
Numismatic  Circle  of  Naples,  and  Series  1,  No.  1,  of  the  Bulletin  of  the  same 
society,  July,  1916,  both  sent  by  and  received  with  thanks  from  correspond- 
ing member  Sig  Cagiati.  Also  receipt  of  letter  from  member  Swanson  in  be- 
half of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  telling  of  his  trip  to  Chicago  and  the  re- 
cently developed  interest  in  medallic  art. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  the  following  topics  for  the  next 
meeting:  Election  of  Nominating  Committee,  exhibition  of  Copper  Coins  of 

England,  and  talk  by  Mr.  Frey  on  “Some  Popular  Names  of  English  Coins.” 

Mr.  Wormser  then  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  subject  of  “Coins 
Showing  the  Wild  Man.”  A vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  Mr.  Wormser 
for  his  talk. 

Mr.  Smith  then  told  interestingly  of  his  recent  vacation  trip  to  the  bat- 
tle-ground of  Concord  and  Lexington,  to  Bangor,  Maine,  and  other  New 
England  points,  whei'e  he  had  dei'ived  inspiration  from  monuments  of  Amer- 
ican history.  He  also  mentioned  some  small  coin  collections  he  had  found 
on  his  travels. 

A welcome  was  extended  to  our  guest  Mr.  Louis  W.  Wormser. 

The  exhibits  were  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Proskey:  A number  of  pattern  pieces,  among  them  a set  of 

French  copper  patterns  of  184  8.  Also,  in  connection  with  the  evening’s  ad- 
dress, a very  large  series  of  Brunswick  and  other  coins,  showing  the  wild 
man;  large  and  small  silver  and  copper. 

Mr.  Proskey’s  exhibit  in  detail  contained  the  following  coins  showing 
the  wild  man:  Brunswick:  26  copper  pfennigs,  1724  to  1804,  of  different 

mint  masters  and  dated.  In  silver:  Three  1 Marien  Gros;  eleven  2 Marien 

Gros;  ten  4 Marien  Gros;  eighteen  6 Marien  Gros;  eight  12  Marien  Gros; 
seventeen  24  Marien  Gros;  X thaler  gold,  Wilhelm,  Duke  of  Brunswick; 
eighteen  different  Brunswick  Wild-Man  Thaler;  also  Brunswick,  Middle 
Wolffenbuttel,  Julius,  1589,  Death  Thaler;  Henry  Julius,  1597,  Lie  Thaler; 
Brunswick  New  Wolffenbuttel,  Rudolph  August  and  Anton  Ulrich,  1687, 
thaler;  Schwarzburg  Rudolstdat  one-half  Thaler;  Schwarzburg,  Beggar  Tha- 
ler; Schwarzburg,  Friedrich  Gunther,  2 Thaler,  1841;  Denmark  Species 
Thaler,  184  6. 

By  Mr.  Wormser:  Braunschweig  Wolffenbuttel  and  Calenberg,  Heinrich 
and  Elrich,  Communion  Thaler,  1555;  Braunschweig  Wolffenbuttal,  1% 
Brillen  Thaler,  Julius,  1587;  Braunschweig  Wolffenbuttel,  Julius,  Candle 
Thaler,  1583;  Braunschweig  Wolffenbuttel,  Heinrich  Julius,  1595,  Rebel 
Thaler;  Braunschweig  Wolffenbuttel,  Heinrich  Julius,  1595,  Rebel  Thaler; 
Braunschweig  Wolffenbuttel,  Friedrich  Ulrich,  1620,  Thaler;  Braunschweig 
New  Wolffenbuttel,  Ludwig  Rudolf,  1 ducat,  1733;  Braunschweig  New  Wolff- 
enbuttel, Carl  I,  6 Marien  Gros.,  1770;  Braunschweig  New  Wolffenbuttel, 
Karl  I,  “Weisser  Schwan,”  Mining  Thaler,  1752;  Braunschweig  New  Wolff- 
enbuttel, Carl  I,  Bleifeldt  Mining  Thaler,  1752;  Braunschweig  New  Wolffen- 
buttel, Carl  II,  2V2  thaler,  gold,  1829;  Braunschweig  New  Wolffenbuttel, 
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Wilhelm  X Thaler,  gold,  1834;  Braunschweig  New  Luneburg,  Friedrich 
zu  Celle,  1644,  Thaler;  Braunschweig  New  Luneburg,  George  Wilhelm, 
Thaler,  1656;  Braunschweig  New  Luneburg,  Ernest  August,  1694,  thaler; 
Braunschweig  New  Luneburg,  George  I,  17  23,  thaler;  Pommern,  Bogislaus 
XIV,  1631,  Thaler;  Pommern,  Christine  of  Sweden,  1641,  Thaler;  Bran- 
denburg-Preussen  Friedr.  Wilhelm,  Albertus  Thaler,  1797;  Neufchatel, 
Fried.  Wilh.  Ill,  21  Batz,  1799;  Erfurt  Thaler,  1633;  Erfurt  Thaler,  1617; 
Schwarzburg,  Beggar  Thaler,  16  05;  Schwarzburg  Rudolstadt,  Ludwig  Gunth- 
er, 1786,  Thaler;  Luzern,  ducat,  1741;  Luzern,  Medal,  1745. 

COINS  SHOWING  THE  WILD  MAN. 

Toward  the  end  of  June  of  this  year  there  was  dispersed  by  auction  in 
Philadelphia  the  collection  of  our  late  fellow-member,  Mr.  Charles  Gregory, 
which  was  very  representative  as  a general  collection,  showing  the  universal 
numismatic  taste  of  its  owner.  He  seems  to  have  been  especially  'attracted 
by  the  Brunswick  series  of  wild  man  coins.  These  coins  bear  certain  distinc- 
tion in  the  grotesqueness  of  the  effigy  of  the  wild  man  which  they  carry,  and 
have  always,  apparently,  been  very  popular  among  American  collectors  of 
foreign  coins.  The  subject  of  this  talk  was  suggested  to  me  in  a very  off- 
hand manner,  and  after  deciding  to  talk  on  it  I concluded  that  it  was  a very 
poor  choice  considering  its  extensiveness,  the  series  of  Brunswick  coins 
alone  on  this  subject  being  particularly  prolific.  I trust  no  one  will  expect 
a scholarly  talk  or  an  attempt  to  contribute  to  numismatic  science,  as  my 
remarks  are  only  intended  to  arouse  a general  interest  in  the  subject,  and 
to  group  together  information  already  available.  The  exhibit  which  I have 
with  me  this  evening  is  very  limited,  and  I am  confident  that  some  of  you 
here  have  brought  a much  richer  series  of  wild  man  coins  that  I own;  in 
fact  I am  quite  sure  that  Mr.  Proskey’s  exhibit  will  far  outshine  mine.  I 
should  not  be  surprised  if  most  of  you  thought  I was  only  going  to  refer  to 
the  wild  man  coins  of  Brunswick,  but  it  is  to  be  noted  that  I shall  talk  not 
only  on  these,  but  also  on  other  coins  on  which  the  wild  man  appears  in 
different  forms  and  shapes. 

But  who  is  this  wild  man,  not  of  Borneo,  but  of  Germany?  He  is  a 
creation  of  German  and  Slav  folk  legends,  a descendant  of  the  Greek  Satyr 
and  the  Roman  Faun,  the  spirit  of  the  German  forest  which  the  German 
loves,  a descendant  also  of  the  race  of  giants,  Fafner  and  Fasolt,  who  helped 
the  German  gods  build  Walhalla  in  the  Rheingold  Saga;  huge  of  stature, 
hairy  of  skin,  wreathed  in  the  leaves  of  the  forest  and  formidably  armed 
with  a cudgel  or  a tree-trunk.  From  the  legend  he  has  been  transferred  to 
heraldry,  and  in  that  capacity  he  appears  as  shield  supporter,  sometimes 
alone,  at  other  times  in  pairs,  in  some  cases  accompanied  by  the  wild  wo- 
man; sometimes  unarmed,  at  others  holding  a lance  or  a cluh;  and  in  a few 
cases  his  head  hidden  in  the  helmet  covering  the  coat  of  arms  as  a par- 
ticular fancy  of  the  heraldic  artist. 

The  first  series  of  wild  man  coins  which  we  shall  briefly  consider  is 
that  of  the  lands  of  Brunswick,  and  this  is  so  numei-ous  that  it  will  only 
be  most  superficial.  For  those  who  wish  to  go  more  deeply  into  the  subject 
we  would  suggest  the  reading  of  the  well-known  and  authoritative  work  of 
Edward  Fiala,  who  described  the  coin  collection  of  the  lands  of  the  Guelphs 
belonging  to  Ernest  Augustus,  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  Duke  of  Brunswick 
Imnebui'g,  or,  rather,  to  be  more  exact,  the  father  of  the  present  reigning 
Duke.  This  collection  has  a very  interesting  history,  having  originally  be- 
longed to  Gerhardt  Walter  Molanus,  Abbott  of  Loccum,  who  died  in  17  22. 
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From  him  it  descended  to  the  councilor  and  general  superintendent  Bohmer 
of  Celle,  whose  heirs,  in  1744,  wanted  to  sell  it  at  auction,  but  first  offered 
it  to  King  George  II,  who  exercised  the  option,  purchased  it,  and  with  it 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  royal  coin  cabinet.  Fiala’s  work  is  standard  on 
this  subject.  This  work  is  available  at  the  New  York  Public  Library.  An- 
other standard  collection  is  that  of  Knyphausen,  the  catalogue  of  which  Mr. 
Frey  was  kind  enough  to  put  at  my  disposal. 

In  connection  with  any  Brunswick  coins  the  number  of  branch  lines  of 
the  House  of  Guelph  is  most  confusing,  and  I must  confess  that  after  having 
spent  some  time  on  this  paper  I am  still  unable  to  give  you  a very  clear 
history  of  all  the  branch  lines  who  issued  coins.  Briefly,  the  principal  and 
steadily  ruling  lines  are  the  Middle  Brunswick  Wolffenbuttel  line,  the  New 
Brunswick  Wolffenbuttel  line,  and  the  Brunswick  Luneburg  line.  The  first 
mentioned  died  out  with  Frederick  Ulrich  in  1634,  and  its  possessions  were 
divided  between  the  lines  of  New  Wolffenbuttel  and  Luneburg.  The  former 
of  these  two  is  the  older  line,  and  has  always  remained  the  Duchy  of  Bruns- 
wick. The  descent  of  its  rulers  was  several  times  interrupted  through  death 
without  direct  male  heirs,  and  finally,  in  1884,  the  last  ruler  of  the  line  died 
without  any  descendants.  This  produced  a complication  in  the  Guelph 
question  in  Germany,  as  the  Duchy  should  have  descended  to  the  Prusso- 
phobe  dethroned  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who,  but  for  the  annexation  of  Han- 
over by  Prussia  in  1866,  should  have  inherited  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover. 
The  question  was  adjusted  only  just  preceding  the  present  war  by  the  mar- 
riage of  the  son  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  to  the  daughter  of  Emperor 
William  II,  who  thereupon  ascended  the  throne  of  the  Duchy  of  Brunswick 
■ — modern  history  which  is  fresh  in  everyone’s  mind. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject  of  our  talk,  the  “wild  man.”  Coins  with 
this  effigy  are  frequent  with  the  coinage  of  almost  all  the  branch  lines  of 
the  House  of  Brunswick,  and  in  the  case  of  these  coins  the  wild  man  does 
not  only  represent  the  spirit  of  the  forest,  but  more  specifically  the  spirit 
of  the  Harz  Mountains.  These  mountains  are  located  in  the  lands  of  Bruns- 
wick, and  are  very  rich  in  mines.  Mining  there  began  in  the  middle  ages, 
but  the  only  one  operated  before  15  00  was  that  of  the  Rammelsberg  near 
Goslar.  In  15  24  Bohemian  miners  opened  up  the  Andreasberg  mines  which 
then,  however,  belonged  to  the  domains  of  Hohenstein.  Not  until  159  3 did 
Folfgang  of  Brunswick-Grubenhagen  inherit  the  mining  town  of  St.  Andreas- 
berg as  a part  of  his  heritage  of  Hohenstein,  after  the  extinction  of  this 
noble  line,  and  three  years  later  Duke  Henry  Julius  of  Middle  Brunswick 
Wolffenbuttel  in  turn  fell  heir  to  this  precious  possession  by  inheriting  the 
lands  of  Grubenhagen  through  the  extinction  of  this  branch  line.  This  pro- 
duced the  first  Andreas  Thaler  in  1594,  and  it  may  be  noted  in  passing  that 
St.  Andrew  reigned  a close  second  to  the  wild  man  on  the  Brunswick  coins. 
In  that  same  year,  1524,  Wolf  Sturz,  former  mine  boss  of  St.  Joachimsthal, 
was  called  to  the  upper  Harz  by  Henry  the  Younger  with  the  permission  of 
Count  Stephen  of  Schlick,  and  in  1529  the  Wildemann  mine  located  near  the 
town  of  this  name  began  to  produce.  This  mine  was  the  first  silver  mine 
of  the  Dukes  of  Brunswick,  and  undoubtedly  is  responsible  for  the  appear- 
ance on  all  the  Brunswick  silver  coins  of  its  namesake,  the  Wild  Man,  who 
was  later  also  transferred  to  the  gold  and  copper  productions,  although  he 
symbolizes  only  the  mining  of  silvei'.  Other  mines  were  opened  up  from 
time  to  time,  and  in  the  eighteenth  century  we  have,  consequently,  a very 
large  series  of  mining  thalers  on  which  are  representations  and  pictures  of 
these  various  mines.  Some  of  the  Harz  mines  are  very  deep,  and  often  it 
was  necessary  to  cease  mining  owing  to  the  appearance  of  ground  waters. 
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One  of  the  Andreasberg  shafts  is  850  meters  deep,  its  bottom  being  220 
meters  below  sea  level. 

In  connection  with  these  Harz  mines  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  a 
great  number  of  them  belonged  to  the  various  branch  lines  of  Brunswick 
jointly,  being  comprised  in  the  expression  “Kommunion  Harz.”  The  upper 
Harz  belonged  to  the  line  of  Grubenhagen,  and  was  exclusively  Brunswick 
Luneburg  property,  but  the  four  mining  towns  of  Zellerfelt,  Wildemann, 
Grund  and  Lautenthal,  as  well  as  Rammelsberg,  were  the  common  property 
of  Wolffenbuttel  and  Luneburg.  It  was  only  in  1788  that  the  so-called  “Re- 
cess’ was  concluded,  by  which  Wolffenbuttel  gave  up  its  rights  in  the  “Kom- 
munion Upper  Harz”  against  three-sevenths  of  the  forest  rights. 

The  coinage  of  wild  man  coins  of  the  House  of  Middle  Wolffenbuttel 
is  the  most  interesting,  and  a consideration  of  this  series  might  be  called 
the  “rise  and  fall  of  the  wild  man,”  for  in  the  early  series  of  these  coins 
the  wild  man  is  used  pictorially  to  tell  a real  story  in  its  small  compass, 
while  in  later  years  his  picture  becomes  more  oi'  less  conventional,  finally 
ending  as  a mere  supporter  in  a coat  of  arms. 

The  founder  of  the  line  of  Middle  Wolffenbuttel  was  Henry  the  Elder, 
who  received  the  lands  of  Wolffenbuttel  in  14  95  from  his  father,  William 
the  Younger,  while  the  brother  of  Henry  the  Elder,  Erich,  received  the  lands 
of  Calenberg.  Henry  the  Elder  was  succeeded  in  1514  by  his  son,  Henry 
the  Younger,  who  is  knovvn  popularly  as  the  “Boise  Heinz,”  or  “Bad  Harry.” 
He  was  engaged  in  continuous  quarrels  with  other  rulers  of  his  vicinity, 
especially  the  Bishop  of  Hildesheim,  Erich  of  Calenberg  fighting  on  his 
side,  and  in  the  battle  of  Soltau  Erich  was  taken  prisoner  and  Henry  the 
Younger  badly  defeated.  The  Emperor,  however,  favored  the  cause  of 
Henry  the  Younger,  and  he  was  again  restored  to  his  domains.  Later  he 
was  arrayed  on  the  side  of  the  Catholics  and  the  Emperor  against  the 
Lutherans  and  the  Lutheran  princes  of  even  his  own  house,  and  he  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  Holy  League  of  Nurnberg  against  the  Smalcaldian 
League.  The  Lutherans  overran  the  lands  of  Brunswick,  and  Henry  the 
Younger  was  compelled  to  flee.  Again  gathering  an  army  he  was  beaten  in 
the  Battle  of  Bockelom  and  taken  prisoner,  and  only  the  complete  defeat 
of  the  Smalcaldian  League  at  the  Battle  of  Muhlberg  by  the  Emperor  and 
the  Holy  League  freed  Henry  the  Younger  and  restored  him  to  his  domain. 
In  this  period  the  first  wild  man  thaler  was  struck,  about  the  year  1539. 
During  these  years  the  wild  man  appears  alone,  or  as  single  shield  support- 
er. In  155  2 Henry  had  a falling  out  with  his  uncle,  Erich  of  Calenberg, 
but  a few  years  later,  in  1 555,  they  again  became  friendly,  and  to  commem- 
morate  this,  struck  the  so-called  Kommunion  Thaler  and  lower  denomina- 
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tions,  showing  the  heads  of  the  two  rulers  on  the  obverse  and  the  wild  man 
supporting  the  coat  of  arms  on  the  reverse  and  the  device  “in  God’s  power 
have  we  put  ourselves.”  This  thaler  is  in  my  exhibit.  Other  coins  of  Henry 
have  the  device  “In  Gott’s  Gewalt  Hab  Ich’s  gestalt.  Uer  hat’s  gefugt  was 
mir  genugt”  (“In  God’s  power  I have  put  myself.  He  has  ordered  what 
suffices  me”).  In  fact,  the  mottoes  on  these  coins  are  very  quaint  and  amus- 
ing, considering  the  rascality  of  some  of  their  professors. 

Henry  the  Younger  has  received  a very  bad  reputation  by  reason  of 
his  relentless  persecution  of  the  protestants,  in  which  he  went  so  far  as 


Biaunschweig',  .Julius,  Candle  Thaler,  1583. 
to  persecute  his  own  son  Julius  to  such  an  extent  that  he  had  to  flee  from 
his  father  into  the  protection  of  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg,  as  he  was  a de- 
vout suppoi'ter  of  the  Protestant  faith.  At  the  same  time  Henry  did  a 
great  deal  of  constructive  work,  especially  improving  mining  in  the  Harz 
Mountains,  opening  new  mines,  and  revising  the  mining  laws. 

Upon  his  death  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Julius,  who  introduced  the 
Reformation  and  who  throughout  his  reign,  from  1570-1589,  created  the 
Golden  Age  of  the  lands  of  Brunswick.  He  established  the  University  of 
Helmstadt  and  proved  himself  a great  mining  engineer,  an  efficient  secretary 
of  the  intei'ior,  a splendid  manufacturer  and  merchant.  He  established 
among  other  things  a brass  foundry,  an  iron  industry,  and  a munitions  plant. 
His  motto  was  “By  serving  others,  I am  consumed,”  (“Aliis  in  Serviendo 
Consumer”,)  and  this  is  embodied  in  the  well-known  “Licht”  or  “Candle 
Thaler,”  in  which  the  wild  man  appears  holding  a candle,  symbolic  of  how 
the  Duke  is  devoting  his  life  to  the  welfare  of  his  subjects.  A specimen  of 
this  is  shown  here  this  evening. 

Numismatically,  Duke  Julius  is  also  famous  on  account  of  the  “Julius 
Loeser,”  first  issued  in  1574.  This  is  the  series  of  multiple  thalers,  pieces 
of  2,  3,  4,  5,  6 and  10,  and  in  one  year,  1688,  even  16  thalers,  devised  by 
him  as  a clever  method  of  finance.  They  would  come  in  the  class  of  wild 
man  coins,  as  they  show  in  the  centre  field  of  the  reverse  the  coat  of  arms 
supported  by  a wild  man  holding  a candle  on  the  right  and  another  one 
holding  an  orb  on  the  left.  The  standai'd  weight  of  the  10  thaler  is  one 
pound  silver.  They  showed  several  concentric  circles  of  inscriptions,  also 
the  planets,  symbolic  of  the  various  metals  and  the  portrait  of  the  Duke. 
They  were  sti'uck  at  Heinrichstadt.  Every  subject  was  required  to  lay  by 
one  of  these  multiple  thalers  as  a savings  fund,  in  accordance  with  his 
state  of  wealth.  The  subjects  obtained  them  by  exchanging  their  small 
change  foi'  these  thalers,  and  were  required  at  frequent  periods  to  show 
them  to  the  authoidties.  If  the  Duke  at  any  time  should  find  himself  in 
need  of  precious  metallic  ti-easure  for  puj'poses  of  war  or  other  reasons  of 
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state,  he  could  turn  to  his  subjects  and  borrow  these  reserve  funds,  thus 
redeeming  them,  the  German  word  being  “loesen.”  Hence  the  name  “Loes- 
er.”  Julius,  however,  ruled  the  country  so  well  that  he  never  was  compelled 
to  call  on  his  subjects  for  this  purpose,  but  undoubtedly  the  unwieldy 
shape  of  these  coins  and  the  difficulty  of  negotiating  or  carrying  them  in- 
duced the  good  people  of  Brunswick  to  save  money.  As  coins  they  have  been 
in  demand  for  many  years,  an  historian  of  1722  recording  that  coin  col- 
lectors paid  from  4 0 to  5 0 thalers  for  one  of  these  10-thaler  pieces.  The 
recent  record  of  the  5-thaler  piece  was  $6  0. 


Braunschweig  Wolffenbuttel,  1%  Brillen  Tlialer,  .Julius,  1587. 


Duke  Julius  was  also  engaged  in  considerable  quarrels,  with  the  noble 
family  of  Von  Saldern  and  the  city  of  Bimnswick,  whose  citizens  had  kept 
his  son  Henry  Julius  for  hours  in  front  of  their  gates  during  a cloudburst, 
merely  out  of  spite  against  the  ducal  family;  and  upon  this  occasion  light 
and  eyeglasses  were  supposed  to  fail  them.  In  commemoration,  on  the  14th 
of  June,  1586,  at  Goslar  and  Wolffenbuttel,  Julius  struck  the  famous  “Bril- 
len” or  “Eyeglass  Thaler,”  on  which  the  wild  man  is  represented  holding 
hour-glass,  skull  and  eyeglasses  in  addition  to  the  candle.  A specimen  of 
the  rathei'  rare  one-and-a-half  Brillen  Thaler  I am  showing  this  evening. 
The  abbreviations  are  intricate  and  interesting,  being  translated  as  follows: 
“What  help  ai'e  cand’e  and  eyeglasses  to  the  eye  when  a man  cannot  help  or 
know  himself.”  and  “Invited  to  bite,  why  should  I be  bitten.” 


P.i-iumscliwcig  Middle  Wol  ffen  hu  I tel,  .Iuliu.‘<,  158!),  Deatli  Thaler. 
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Finally,  the  death  of  Julius,  in  1589,  was  conunenioratecl  in  the  issue 
of  another  wild  man  thaler,  on  which  the  wild  man  is  mournfully  resting 
his  head  on  his  arm,  supported  by  a memorial  tablet,  upon  which  is  placed 
a skull,  while  in  his  left  he  holds  a tree  trunk,  houi-glass  and  eyeglasses, 
the  very  last  of  the  Candle  Thalers.  The  obverse  shows  for  the  last  time 
the  bust  of  Duke  Julius  dressed  in  heavy  armor,  his  battle-axe  ovei-  his 
shoulder,  and  the  coin  shows  the  universal  sentiment  over  the  death  of  the 
beloved  ruler,  “Luctu  Publico,”  ‘‘with  the  lamentation  of  the  populace.” 

Julius  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Henry  Julius,  who  expanded  his  do- 
mains, but  was  extravagant,  and  gradually  brought  the  state  into  financial 
difficulties.  Numismatically  he  is  famed  for  a series  of  satirical  thalers 
directed  against  his  enemies,  some  of  which  were,  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  time,  somewhat  coarse  in  their  humor,  and  which  actually  got 
the  duke  quite  successfully  before  the  courts  of  the  Empire.  The  nobles 
who  had  been  the  objects  of  the  Brillenthalers,  the  brothers  Kurt  and  Hilde- 
brand von  Saldern,  had  taken  their  troubles  to  the  courts,  but  in  159  5 the 
decision  was  against  them,  and  they  were  condemned.  Their  complaint  had 
also  been  joined  in  by  other  nobles,  von  Walmoden,  Stocklein,  Oldershausen 
and  Steinberg,  and  in  memory  of  the  court  vindication  the  duke,  at  Goslar, 
struck  the  so-called  ‘‘Rebellen”  or  ‘‘Rebel”  Thaler,  specimens  of  which  I 


Braun.schweig  Wolftenbuttel,  Rebel  Thaler,  Heinrich  Julius,  li595. 


am  showing.  They  show  the  wild  man,  in  the  right  hand  a torch,  in  the 
left  a spear;  at  his  feet,  a dog  licking  the  point  of  the  spear.  Behind  the 
dog  a growing  flower,  with  one  blossom.  Above  the  torch,  ‘‘N  M T,”  ‘‘Noli 
me  tangere,”  near  the  spear,  D.  C.  S.  C.,  ‘‘Durum  contra  stimulum  calci- 
trare.”  Reverse,  circle  of  shields  and  representations  of  rebellious  cohorts 
of  Korah,  Dathan  and  Abiram,  swallowed  by  the  earth.  Above,  ‘‘N.  R.  M.  A. 
D.  I.  E.  S.,”  ‘‘Non  recedet  malum  a domo  ingrati  et  seditiosi.”  ‘‘Evil  shall 
not  leave  the  house  of  the  ingrate  and  rebel.”)  ‘‘Numeri  XVI”  (‘‘Num- 
bers, Chapter  XVI”). 

This  was  followed  in  1596  by  the  Lie  Thaler,  showing  on  the  obverse  a 
shield  held  by  a wild  man  standing  to  the  right,  and  on  the  reverse,  victory 
crowning  a lion,  resting  on  a flower,  with  the  inscription  ‘‘Huete  dich  fol- 
der That  der  Luegen  wirdwohl  Radt”  (‘‘Beware  of  lies  is  good  advice”). 
‘‘Tandem  Bona  causa  triumphat”  (‘‘At  last  the  cause  of  the  righteous  shall 
triumph”) . 
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Biaun.scliweig-  Middle  AVol Ifen bu ttel.  Henry  .liilius,  1597,  Hie  Tlialer. 

Further  wild  man  thalers  of  this  ruler  are  the  Unity  Thaler  and  the 
Pelican  Thalers,  both  showing  the  same  obverse,  with  the  coat  of  arms  sup- 
ported by  a v/ild  man,  and  the  reverse  of  the  former  showing  a leopard  and 
a lion  upholding  a bundle  of  arrows  with  the  device  “Unita  Durant,”  the 
latter  a pelican  feeding  its  blood  to  a brood  of  young  ones,  with  the  device, 
‘‘Pro  aids  et  Focis.” 

Frederick  Ulrich  followed  Henry  Julius  upon  his  death  in  1613,  and 
with  him  faded  the  glory  of  the  Middle  Wolffenbuttel  line,  as  well  as  the 
glory  of  the  v/ild  man.  He  becomes  conventionalized  and  loses  some  of  his 
impertinence  and  poetry,  no  longer  being  the  conveyor  of  clever  satire  or 
symbolism.  One  of  my  coins  is  of  Frederick  Ulrich,  and  shows  the  conven- 
tionalized type.  At  times  he  appears  as  shield  supporter,  single  or  double, 
or  standing  in  the  centre  of  the  field  without  shield,  holding  a tree  trunk, 
usually  in  his  right  hand.  No  longer  characteristic  of  only  the  silver  coins, 
he  also  makes  his  appearance  on  gold  and  copper  coins;  on  gold  I believe 
the  first  time  on  a ducat  of  1615,  of  Frederick  Ulrich.  This  ruler  proved 


Braunscliweig-  ' ew  WoHTenbuttel,  .\ugii.st  Hie  Younger,  Tlialer. 


himself  a weakling  and  vacillating  in  the  struggles  of  the  30  Years’  War. 
While  the  Luneburg  line  sided  Avith  the  Imperials,  Frederick  Ulrich  was 
finally  compelled  to  seek  refuge  with  the  Danes,  and  later  joined  an  alli- 
ance with  the  Swedes,  his  lands  suffering  teridble  hardship,  and  his  capital, 
Wolffenbuttel,  forming  a Danish  stronghold. 

He  died  in  1634,  without  heirs,  and  in  1635  the  princes  of  Brunswick 
concluded  their  peace  among  each  other  and  Avith  the  Emperor  at  Prague, 
and  as  a conseQuence  they  also  agreed  upon  the  division  ol  the  lands  of 
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Middle  WollTenbuttel,  August  the  Younger  of  l)aiinenbei-g  obtaining  the  land 
known  by  this  name  and  this  city,  and  with  his  descendants  hencefoidh 
forming  the  New  Wolffenbuttel  line.  He  will  be  remembered  by  us  numis- 
matists as  the  i-ulei'  who  struck  the  famous  seven  Bell  Tlialers  upon  the 
evacuation  of  Wolffenbuttel  by  the  Imperials  in  I(>43,  but  as  these  are  not 
wild  man  coins,  we  must  treat  this,  as  Kipling  would  say,  “as  anothei- 
story.’’ 


Bi'aunschweig'  WollTenluittel,  Kudolph  Ausast  and  Anton  Ulrich,  1702,  t4-Tlialer. 

Among  the  wild  man  thalers  of  this  line,  we  might  recall  the  fact  that 
Rudolf  August,  the  son  of  August  the  Younger,  had  no  male  heirs,  and,  be- 
ing very  devoted  to  his  brother,  Anton  Ulrich,  made  him  his  co-regent  in 
lfi85.  Their  busts  appear  on  thalers  jointly,  and  the  wild  man  of  coui'se 
has  to  join  in  the  festivities  of  brotherly  concord  also  by  his  appearance 
on  one  thaler  as  a couple,  holding  two  interlaced  tree  trunks  between  them, 
with  the  inscription  “Ut  frontibus  ita  frondibus  conjunctissimi,’’  “In  close 
alliance  in  our  minds  just  as  in  our  mines.’’  In  connection  with  the  house 
of  New  Luneburg  and  Celle,  which  begins  in  1535,  we  might  keep  in  mind 
the  year  1685,  in  which  this  house  achieved  the  award  of  the  electoral  dig- 
nity at  the  hands  of  the  Empei-or,  and  the  ascent  of  George  Ludwig  to  the 
English  throne  as  King  George  I in  1714.  This,  of  course,  produced  a con- 
siderable heraldic  change,  in  placing  the  English  arms  on  the  coins  of  Lune- 
burg, but  still  we  find  the  wild  man  to  persist,  sometimes  within  land- 
scapes, sometimes  in  grotesque  positions,  at  other  times  holding  various 
pine  trees  with  or  without  branches  or  leaves.  I am  showing  such  a thaler 
of  George  I of  1723,  while  of  the  New  Wolffenbuttel  pieces  we  see  two  wild 
men  degenerated  into  conventional  shield  supporters  on  the  Mining  Thaler 
of  Charles  I,  175  2,  of  the  mine,  “August  Friedrich  zu  Bleyfeld,”  and  the 
other  similar  one  of  the  mine  “Weisser  Schwan.’’  Similarly  he  appears  as 
single  shield  supporter  on  the  ducat  of  Ludwig  Rudolf  of  173  3. 

In  the  nineteenth  century  the  Hannoverian  line  has  dropped  the  wild 
man  entirely,  but  the  Wolffenbuttel  line  is  still  faithful  to  tradition,  as  my 
2Vn  thaler  piece  of  Charles  II,  of  1829,  and  X Thaler  gold  piece  of  Duke 
William,  of  1834,  still  show  him  as  shield  supporter. 


Rraun.sch weig  New  Wolffenbuttel,  Charles  II,  214  Thaler,  1829. 
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I started  to  tell  you  that  while  the  Guelph  coinage  undoubtedly  made 
the  wild  man  coinage  popular,  we  also  find  him  represented  on  other  coin- 
ages, chiefly  by  reason  of  his  heraldically  gracing  the  coat  of  arms  as  shield 
supporter.  We  are  showing  him  here  on  two  thalers  of  Pommern,  one 
struck  by  Duke  Bogislaus  XIV  in  16  31,  and  the  second  by  Christina,  Queen 
of  Sweden,  for  Pommerania  in  1641.  Duke  Bogislaus  XIV  was  the  last  of 
his  race,  and  although  at  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century  ten 
Dukes  of  Pommerania  were  alive,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1637,  this 


Pom.mern,  Chi'istine  of  Sweden,  1641. 


princely  line  became  extinct  after  uniting  by  heritage  several  branches  and 
all  the  lands  of  Pommern.  He  had  not  taken  active  part  in  the  Thirty 
Years’  War,  yet  his  country  was  devastated  by  the  Imperials,  and  he  had  to 
conclude  an  alliance  with  the  Swedes,  who,  after  withstanding  Wallenstein 
at  the  siege  of  Straslund,  in  1628,  occupied  all  his  lands.  By  a ti’eaty  of 
succession,  dating  from  1529,  concluded  at  Grimnitz,  Brandenburg  was  en- 
titled to  the  succession,  but  in  the  Peace  of  Westphalia  obtained  only  very 
minor  lands,  not  obtaining  the  bulk  of  Pommerania  until  1720  and  1814. 
Thus  our  two  thalers  show  the  transition  of  the  rule  over  this  country  from 
aan  independent  prince  to  the  then  powerful  royal  house  of  Sweden.  In  this 
connection  we  come  across  a very  interesting  numismatic  parallel  or  imita- 
tion, showing  the  popularity  of  the  Brunswick  wild  man  type.  We  refer  to 
a memorial  thaler  struck  by  Philip  II  of  Pommei'ania  upon  the  death  of  his 
brothel-,  George  III,  in  1617,  which  shows  the  Pommeranian  wild  man,  with 
his  right  hand  holding  the  griffin  shield  and  in  his  left  a long  cudgel,  lean- 
ing against  a memorial  tablet  on  which  are  a skull  and  an  hour  glass,  surely 
an  artistic  theft  of  the  idea  of  the  similar  Death  Thaler  of  Duke  Julius  of 
Brunswick  above  described.  (This  thaler  is  illustrated  in  the  catalogue  of 
the  A.  Preyburg  collection.  No.  106,  sold  by  A.  Hess  Nachf.,  on  June  6, 
1910.) 

Close  to  the  wild  men  of  Pommerania  we  must  consider  those  of  Bran- 
denburg Prussia,  in  whose  coat  of  arms  they  appear  as  shield  supporters, 
and  on  whose  coinage  they  are  found  about  1650  or  1660.  Would  it  be 
possible  to  conclude  that  although  Brandenburg  could  not  acquire  the  land 
of  Pommerania,  to  which  it  was  rightfully  entitled,  it  at  least  laid  claim  to 
and  adopted  its  heraldic  decorations?  We  ai-e  showing  here  the  Prussian 
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Brandenburg- I’l-eussen,  Friedi-.  MMllielm,  Albertus  Thaler,  1797. 

wild  man  alone,  in  this  case  on  the  Albertus  Thaler  of  Frederick  Wilhelm, 
a very  graceful  and  faiily  rare  creation.  It  may  be  interesting  to  know  the 
significance  of  the  Albertus  Thaler,  it  being  a thaler  of  a certain  standard 
of  weight  and  fineness,  struck  for  the  trade  with  Russia  and  the  Baltic 
Provinces. 

Under  Prussian  sovereignty  we  also  find  the  principality  of  Neufchatel, 
and  to  it  undoubtedly  the  Prussian  wild  men  have  been  transferred,  as 
shown  on  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  21  batzen  piece  which  we  have  here.  Prob- 
ably few  of  you  know  the  history,  or  even  the  fact,  of  the  ownership  of  this 
piece  of  Swiss  soil  by  Prussia  for  a period  in  excess  of  a century,  and  a mo- 
ment may  be  spent  on  a brief  summary  of  this  story. 


Neufcliatel,  Fi-iedr.  Wilb.,  21  Batz.,  1799. 


Neufchatel  had  been  an  independent  country  in  alliance  with  the  Swiss 
since  1512.  In  the  Peace  of  Westphalia  it  was  recognized  as  a sovereign 
principality  under  Swiss  protectorate  ruled  by  the  House  of  Longueville. 
Upon  its  extinction  a large  number,  fifteen,  pretenders  appeared;  among 
them  William  III  of  Orange,  claiming  ancient  rights  of  suzerainty,  which 
subsequently  he  transferred  to  King  Frederick  I of  Prussia  as  the  son  of 
Princess  Louise  of  Orange.  The  estates  of  Neufchatel  in  1707  recognized 
the  claims  of  Prussia,  preferring  not  to  come  under  French  dominion,  and 
the  King  of  Prussia  gave  guarantees  as  to  the  continuation  of  the  separate 
and  independent  existence  of  Neufchatel  in  close  alliance  with  Switzerland. 
This  state  of  affairs  continued,  excepting  for  the  interval  from  1806  to  1814, 
when  Napoleon  had  awarded  the  principality  to  his  Marshal,  Berthier,  who, 
however,  had  never  personally  visited  it. 

After  the  Peace  of  Paris,  in  1814,  we  have  the  anomaly  of  seeing 
Neufchatel  as  a separate  and  independent  state,  ruled  by  the  King  of  Prus- 
sia, and  at  the  same  time  a canton  of  the  Swiss  federation.  Several  attempts 
and  revolutions  were  made  to  bring  about  a separation  from  Prussia,  which. 
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however,  did  not  finally  succeed  until  1848,  and  Prussian  rights  to  the  prin- 
cipality were  not  finally  renounced  until  1857. 

It  is  rather  late  now  to  introduce  to  you  any  new  “dramatis  personae,” 
but  in  order  to  complete  a talk  on  the  coins  showing  the  wild  man  it  is 
necessary  to  show  you  some  coins  of  Erfurt  and  Schwarzburg,  which,  in 
place  of  the  wild  man  of  the  Harz,  show  you  the  wild  man  and  wild  woman, 
whom  on  account  of  the  close  proximity  of  the  location  of  these  two  issuing 
countries  in  the  mountains  and  forests  of  Thuringen,  I assume  to  be  native 
to  the  style  of  this  counti-y  in  the  same  way  as  the  wild  man  of  different 
characteristics  belongs  strictly  to  the  Harz.  The  coins  here  referred  to 
sho\\r  these  interesting  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  all  their  hairy  beauty  as 
supporters  of  the  shield. 

The  two  thalers  of  Erfurt  show  in  the  coat  of  arms  of  this  city  a wheel, 
which  is  also  shown  generally  on  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  Archbishopric  of 
Mainz,  and  undoubtedly  this  similarity  is  due  to  the  pretensions  which 
Mainz  had  made  to  sovereignty  over  this  city.  It  was  founded  by  St.  Boni- 
face in  the  eighth  century  and  incorporated  in  the  Diocese  of  Mainz,  and  the 
right  of  coinage  was  granted  to  it  by  Emperor  Charles  IV  in  135  2.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century  it  was  a thriving  member  of  the  Hansa 
at  the  zenith  of  its  power,  and  a popular  university,  but  at  this  time  a con- 
flict ensued  between  the  Elector  of  Saxony  and  the  Archbishop  of  Mainz  as 
to  their  sovereign  rights  over  this  city.  In  the  Thirty  Years’  War  it  opened 
its  gates  to  the  Swedes  in  16  31,  and  in  164  0 the  Swedish  General  Baner 
made  his  headquarters  there.  After  the  Peace  of  Westphalia  it  was  decided 
that  the  city  should  subject  itself  to  the  Archbishop  of  Mainz,  and  upon  its 
refusal  to  give  up  its  independence  it  was  declared  outlawed.  Aided  by 
French  troops,  Archbishop  Johann  Philipp  conquered  the  city  in  1664  and 
put  an  end  to  the  independence  and  free  coinage  of  the  City  of  Erfurt. 


Krfurt  Thaler,  1633. 


The  Schwarzbui-g  coins  showing  the  wild  man  are  the  so-called  Beggar 
Thaler  of  the  joint  houses  of  Schwarzburg  of  1605,  so  named  after  the 
effigy  of  St.  Martin,  who  is  seen  dividing  his  cloak  with  a beggar.  The  sec- 
ond is  a Thaler  of  Ludwig  Gunther  of  the  branch  line  of  Schwarzburg  Ru- 
dolstadt  of  178  6.  Both  of  these  show  again  the  wild  man  and  wild  woman 
in  rather  gi-aceful  positions  as  shield  supporters,  holding  flags  in  place  of 
the  trees  and  clubs  and  cudgels  which  we  have  hei’etofore  encountered. 
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SehwaizburK,  Beggar  Tlialer,  KiO.'). 


To  conclude  our  exhibit  we  have  a gold  ducat  and  a medal  of  the  City 
and  Canton  of  Luzern,  in  Switzerland,  on  which  a somewhat  different  type 
of  wild  man  is  shown.  They  seem  less  grotesque,  more  artistic,  less  fero- 
cious and  of  a gigantic  stature,  holding  a palm  leaf  and  a sword.  More 
properly  they  should  be  considered  giants  rather  than  the  protectors  and 
dwellers  of  the  forest.  For,  according  to  the  heraldic  history  of  the  sup- 


laizern  Ducat,  1741. 


porters  of  the  coat  of  arms  of  Luzern,  originally  a monk  was  used  for  this 
purpose  to  signify  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  Abbott  of  Murbach  in  Upper 
Alsace  over  this  city.  These  rights  were  surrendered  by  Abbott  Berchtold 
of  Falkenstein  to  Emperor  Rudolph  I,  and  then  the  city  took  two  lions  in 
place  of  the  monk. 

In  the  year  1577,  howevei-,  at  the  small  village  of  Reinden,  in  the  Can- 
ton, a discovery  of  gigantic  fossil  bones  of  mammalia  was  made,  and  with 
the  superstition  of  the  times,  of  course  mistaken  for  the  remains  of  giants, 
whose  image  was  thereupon  accepted  as  supporters  of  the  coat  of  arms. 

Gentlemen,  I trust  that  by  my  rambling  talk  on  these  wild  men,  giants 
and  other  spirits  I have  caused  you  no  nightmares,  and  your  rest  may  not 
be  disturbed. 


TENTH  MEETING. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  was  held  at 
Park  Avenue  Hotel,  Friday  evening,  October  13,  1916,  President  Boyd  pre- 
siding. The  following  members  were  present:  Messrs.  Beatty,  Beesley, 
Belden,  Boyd,  Butler,  de  Lagerberg,  Elder,  Frey,  Guttag,  Heaton,  Imhoff, 
Liveright,  Nangle,  Proskey,  Smith,  Wilson  and  Wormser. 

After  the  roll-call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  approved  as 

read. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  the  ninth  volume  of  “Le  Monete 
del  Reame  Delle  Due  Sicilie,”  1916,  by  and  from  Sig.  Cagiati,  which  was  ac- 
cepted with  thanks;  the  receipt  of  the  latest  number  of  Mr.  Heaton’s  pub- 
lication, and  communications  from  Mr.  Savage,  regretting  his  absence,  and 
from  Mr.  Schulman,  announcing  his  approaching  visit  to  this  country. 
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The  subject  announced  for  the  next  meeting  will  be  “Medals  of  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,”  and  a talk  by  Mr.  deLagerberg  on  “Why  We  Should  Col- 
lect Medals.” 

Mr.  Belden  nominated  Mr.  Saltus  for  membership. 

Mr.  deLagerberg,  in  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  had  a very 
intresting  exhibit,  referred  to  below,  and  also  reported  on  a sale  of  Eng- 
lish coins  at  which  very  high  prices  were  realized;  called  attention  to  the 
death  of  the  Swedish  medalist,  Adolph  Lindberg;  the  issue  by  the  King’s 
County  Historical  Society  of  a medal  upon  the  14  0th  anniversary  of  the 
Battle  of  Long  Island;  his  own  correspondence  with  Petrograd  and  Rio  de 
Janeiro  in  regard  to  medals  upon  the  first  Persian  Railroad  and  the  tri- 
centennial of  the  City  of  Para;  also  the  fact  that  an  issue  of  “Punch”  in 
1882  showed  some  interesting  caricatures  of  medals. 

As  Nominating  Committee  for  officers  for  1917,  Messrs.  Butler,  Bees- 
ley  and  Proskey  were  unanimously  elected.  The  meeting  then  listened 
with  great  interest  to  Mr.  Frey’s  address  on  “Nicknames  and  Popular  Names 
of  some  English  Coins,”  a summary  of  which  is  here  given. 

SOME  POPULAR  NIUKNA^^IES  OF  ENGLISH  COINS. 

He  spoke  of  the  popular  names  and  nicknames  associated  with  English 
coins.  He  took  up  the  matter  chronologically,  and  began  with  the  early 
Brabants,  Crocards,  pollards,  leonines,  etc.,  which  represent  a base  silver- 
coinage  circulated  in  England  toward  the  close  of  the  thirteenth  century. 
They  came  from  Flanders  and  Brabant,  and  were  prohibited  in  1310. 

The  Luchburger  was  a silver  penny  struck  in  Luxemburg,  which  closely 
imitated  the  penny  of  Edward  I,  and  was  forbidden  in  England. 

Galley  Halfpence  was  a name  given  to  halfpennies  of  base  metal  and 
somewhat  thinner  than  the  i-egal  issues.  The  name  is  said  to  be  derived 
from  the  fact  that  they  were  brought  from  Genoa  by  the  galleymen  who 
traded  in  London.  They  were  prohibited  by  a statute  in  1519. 

Copper  Noses  was  a nickname  given  to  the  English  pennies  of  the  fourth 
and  fifth  coinages  of  Henry  VIII.  They  were  greatly  debased,  and  having 
the  full  face  of  the  King,  they  soon  began  to  wear  and  show  the  inferior 
metal  at  the  end  of  the  nose. 

Bit  and  Bung  are  slang  terms  used  by  thieves  in  referring,  respective- 
ly, to  money  and  a purse.  They  are  frequently  alluded  to  in  old  tracts  and 
plays  from  1592  to  16  08. 

Harrington  was  the  popular  name  for  the  copper  farthing  issued  in  the 
reign  of  James  I.  The  term  is  derived  from  the  patentee,  John,  Lord  Har- 
rington, who  died  in  1614,  but  the  tokens  continued  in  circulation  long  af- 
terward. 

Breeches  Money  was  the  nickname  given  to  the  coins  of  the  English 
Commonwealth  on  account  of  the  elongated  shields  on  the  obverse  which 
bear  a fanciful  resemblance  to  a pair  of  trousers. 

Black  Dogs  was  a cant  name  in  Queen  Anne’s  time  for  bad  shillings 
made  of  pewter  and  washed  over  with  silver. 

The  term  “mule”  applied  to  a coin,  token  or  medal,  made  by  using 
two  dies  which  were  not  originally  intended  for  each  other,  began  to  be 
generally  used  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  name  may 
have  been  adopted  from  the  “Token  Collectors’  Halfpenny”  of  1796,  the 
reverse  of  which  represents  an  ass  and  a mule  saluting  each  other. 

Boulton’s  Twopence,  issued  in  1797,  obtained  the  name  of  Cartwheel 
from  its  unusual  size. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  a large  number  of  nick- 
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names  occur.  The  principal  ones  are  Simon,  Bender,  (because  they  were 
easily  bent).  Tanner,  and  Tizzy  for  the  si.xpence;  Bob  and  Hog  foi-  a shil- 
ling; Bull  for  the  crown;  Quid  and  Coutei-  for  the  sovereign;  Pivei-  for  the 
five-pound  note,  etc.  The  Biitannia  Groat  of  1836  was  called  a Joey,  from 
Joseph  Hume,  who  introduced  it. 

The  e.xhibition  subject  of  the  evening  was  “Copper  Coins  of  England,” 
and  the  following  were  shown:  — 

By  Mr.  Beesley:  A tray  of  coppers,  beginning  with  Queen  Anne,  down 
to  Edward  V^II;  a full  set  of  Victoria  and  of  George  IV  down  to  one-third 
farthing;  threepence  workhouse  piece  of  Birmingham;  penny  of  Robert 
Blake,  Norwich;  cartwheel,  George  HI,  1797;  several  farthings  of  George 
II  in  nice  condition. 

By  Mr.  Proskey:  The  finest  collection  of  British  copper  in  America, 
from  pre-Roman  days,  when  London  already  had  a mint,  down  to  the  pres- 
ent. It  contained  every  date  known  of  British  copper,  denominations  from 
one  farthing  to  twopence.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned  the  following; 
From  the  Roman  period:  6 different  specimens  of  Emperor  Carausius;  9 of 
Allectus;  some  of  Constantine  the  Great  and  of  Crispus;  a number  of  An- 
glo-Saxon scattae;  23  farthings  of  James  I and  of  Charles  I,  including  first 
issue  of  Harrington  farthing  (8  strings  to  the  harp,  and  star  mintmark)  ; 
pewter  pieces  Avith  copper  plugs,  among  them  William  and  Mary  penny  and 
halfpenny;  Charles  II  and  Janies  farthings.  Charles  II,  copper  “touch 
piece.”  Queen  Anne,  1713  and  1714,  halfpenny  and  farthings.  Several 
George  III  “cartwheel”  pennies  and  twopence  pieces  in  splendid  proof  con- 
dition. Unofficial  patterns,  1/16  farthing  up  to  five  shillings,  with  gilt 
center  (in  connection  with  the  suggestion,  in  1848,  to  reduce  the  size  of 
the  five-shilling  piece).  A number  of  interesting  and  unusual  errors  in 
dies,  as  follows:  William,  halfpenny  with  inverted  A’s  instead  of  V’s; 
“Bungtowns,”  1771,  Georgius  with  G omitted,  and  1776,  halfpenny  struck 
over  a pistareen;  farthing,  1856,  “Victoeia”;  1815,  “Fartiiing.” 

Other  exhibits  of  the  evening  were  as  follows:  — 

By  Mr.  Guttag:  Indian  gold  mohur;  1854,  $50  gold  piece,  Wass,  Moli- 
toi'  & Company. 

By  Mr.  Butler:  Square  double  Tower  Thaler,  Salzburg. 

By  Mr.  Beatty:  Triple  crown  piece  of  Genoa. 

By  Mr.  deLagerberg:  American  Numismatic  Association  Twenty-fifth 
Anniversary  Convention  Badge,  Baltimore,  Md.,  September  25-27,  1916,  and 
five  designs  for  the  same  submitted  by  I.  T.  Newman.  Plaquette  of  John 
Calvin  (1509-1564  ),  City  of  Geneva,  three  hundred  and  fiftieth  commemo- 
ration of  the  foundation  of  the  College  and  Academy  Institute  by  Calvin. 
Plaquette  of  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau,  City  of  Geneva,  commemoration  Bi- 
centennial of  Rousseau,  28th  of  June,  1712-1912. 


ELEVENTH  MEETING. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  was  held  at 
Park  Avenue  Hotel,  Friday  evening,  November  10,  1916,  President  Boyd 
presiding.  The  following  members  were  present:  Messrs.  Beatty,  Beesley, 
Belden,  Boyd,  Burke,  Butler,  Elder,  Frey,  Heaton,  Kohler,  Nangle,  Schul- 
man.  Smith,  Swanson,  Wood  and  Wormser,  and  as  guests  Mr.  T.  T.  Belote, 
Curator  of  the  United  States  National  Museum  at  Washington;  Mr.  Jules 
Polak  of  Amsterdam,  Holland,  and  Mr.  H.  McGillavry  of  Java,  Dutch  Indies. 
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After  the  roll-call,  the  minutes  were  read  and  corrected.  Mr.  Proskey 
offered  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  for  officers  for  the  year 
1917,  putting  in  nomination  the  following  candidates:  — 

For  President,  P.  C.  C.  Boyd. 

For  Vice-President,  Albert  R.  Prey. 

For  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Moritz  Wormser. 

For  Executive  Committee,  Dr.  Valentine  (Chairman),  Elliott  Smith, 
Thomas  L.  Elder,  J.  M.  Swanson. 

For  Publication  Committee,  Dr.  Valentine  (Chairman),  Howland  Wood, 
Dudley  Butler. 

For  Membership  Committee,  Daniel  Kennedy  (Chairman),  Wayte  Ray- 
mond, J.  W.  Scott,  R.  Kohler,  D.  Proskey. 

For  Medallic  Art  Committee,  J.  M.  Swanson,  E.  Beesley,  J.  deLager- 
berg,  E.  T.  Newell,  A.  G.  Heaton. 

The  committee  was  discharged  with  a vote  of  thanks  for  its  services. 

The  Treasurer  made  a report.  The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of 
one  magazine:  a communication  from  Louis  Godick;  the  announcement  of  a 
new  member,  being  Miss  Danna  Florence  Mehl,  arrived  on  October  4,  1916, 
and  a letter  from  Mr.  deLagerberg  regretting  his  inability  to  be  at  the  meet- 
ing and  therefore  to  deliver  the  talk  which  the  Executive  Committee  had 
announced. 

The  President  read  an  invitation,  addressed  to  the  Numismatic  Club, 
to  attend  the  wedding  of  Miss  Sallie  Marks,  the  “Assistant  Secretary,”  and 
an  appropriation  was  made  for  a suitable  wedding  gift. 

Mr.  Smith  referred  to  our  pleasure  at  having  present  with  us  the  guests 
of  the  evening,  and  extended  to  them  a welcome. 

The  Membership  Committee  favorably  reported  upon  the  candidacy  as 
member  of  Mr.  J.  Sanford  Saltus,  and  the  Secretary  was  unanimously  em- 
powered to  cast  one  vote  for  his  election. 

It  was  proposed  hereafter  to  change  the  meeting  place  to  the  Hotel 
Marlborough,  and  in  order  to  aid  a decision  of  the  club  it  was  voted  to  have 
a special  meeting  in  two  weeks  from  to-night,  on  the  24th  instant,  at  the 
Hotel  Marlborough. 

The  Executive  Committee  also  put  before  the  members  a communica- 
tion from  the  Aldine  Club,  offering  its  rooms  for  meetings. 

A resolution  was  offered  for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  by-laws  ex- 
punging the  provisions  for  a Medallic  Art  Committee  and  a Publicity  Com- 
mittee, and  this  resolution  to  be  voted  on  at  the  next  meeting. 

After  an  examination  of  the  many  exhibits  of  the  evening,  the  business 
meeting  was  reopened  and  the  President  welcomed  Mr.  Schulman  and  the 
guests  of  the  evening,  all  of  whom  responded  to  the  welcome. 

Mr.  Schulman  expressed  his  pleasure  at  being  with  us.  In  regard  to 
the  effect  of  the  European  war  upon  numismatics,  he  explained  that  a license 
of  the  British  Government  would  have  been  necessary  for  him  to  bring  over 
German  coins  or  medals.  He  referred  to  the  very  complete  exhibit  of  war 
medals  at  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  He  also  expressed  the  opinion 
that  after  the  war  coins  would  be  higher  in  value. 

Mr.  Gillavry  told  the  Club  about  Java  and  some  numismatic  business 
experiences  there. 

Mr.  Belote  told  us  of  the  collection  of  coins  and  medals  which  the  Na- 
tional Museum  at  Washington  owns,  and  of  the  desirability  of  adding  to  its 
contents,  stating  that  donations  would  be  received  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  Polak  told  of  his  pleasant  experiences  in  America,  his  personal 
business  reasons  for  visiting  our  country,  and  how  interesting  he  had  found 
methods  of  America’s  wealth. 
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The  evening  ended  in  an  animated  discussion  produced  by  Mr.  Polak’s 
remarks,  and  was  one  of  the  most  successful  recently  enjoyed  by  the  Club. 

The  exhibition  subject  of  the  evening  was  “Medals  of  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin,” and  the  exhibits  shown  by  members  upon  this  subject  were  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Proskey:  The  usual  large  number  of  medals  and  plaques  show- 
ing portraits  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  as  follows:  One  of  Nini’s  portraits  for 
whom  Franklin  sat  in  1777  in  Paris;  5 sizes,  including  the  fur  cap  series; 
from  these  two  types  of  poitraits  practically  all  of  the  best  portraits  of 
Franklin  on  American  medals  and  tokens  have  been  copied;  one  medal  in 
Berlin  iron,  half-length  bust;  one  large  oval  plaque  resembling  that  by 
Gobrecht  used  on  the  1824  Franklin  Institute  Medal,  of  which  latter  the 
exhibit  contained  three  varieties,  one  in  silver,  also  the  Franklin  Institute 
fur-cap  medal;  the  Boston  School  Franklin  Medal,  awarded  in  1803,  silver; 
also  Boston  medal  in  silver,  by  Mitchell,  1790,  “Gift  of  Franklin”;  Wright 
& Bale  large  card,  fur  cap;  also  sample  profile  bust;  small  similar  token  by 
Bale  with  blank  reverse;  also  same  obverse  with  Hooks’  card  as  reverse; 
white  metal  Wright  & Bale  Franklin  School  medal;  also  one  afterwards 
signed  by  Stimson,  “Gift  of  Franklin,  1788”;  Lovett’s  card,  one  with  Wash- 
ington reverse,  one  blank  in  brass;  various  small  tokens,  Brimelow,  Broas, 
Whitney  Bros.,  Zahm,  Beirn  and  others,  used  as  money  during  the  Civil  War 
period;  Franklin  & Montyon,  3 die  varieties;  Lovett’s  “Rochester  Literary 
Association,”  with  “House  of  Temperance”  reverse,  and  one  “Awarded  to”; 
French  busts  by  Godel  of  the  Durand  series,  four  varieties,  including  one 
silver,  two  without  signatures;  same  obverse  with  Masonic  “Lodge  of  the 
Nine  Sisters,”  issued  in  1829,  by  Pingret;  two  by  Caque  of  the  French  Mint; 
four  by  Dupre  with  two  types  of  reverse;  the  Ben  Franklin,  LL.D.  Medal; 
Syracuse  Franklin  Institute,  by  Becker,  white  metal,  very  unusual;  two 
medals  by  Reich,  17  76  and  17  83,  reverses,  one  with  busts  of  Franklin  and 
Washington  jugata,  with  1783,  eagle  over  the  American  section  of  the  globe; 
powter  medal,  one-half  length  bust,  “Mort  a Philadelphie  en  1790,”  blank 
reverse,  only  one  known.  Several  antique  coins  with  errors:  Small  bronze 
of  Florianus,  27  6 A.  D.,  “Elorianus”;  the  denarius  of  Trebonianus,  254  A. 
D.,  with  “Aqvtas”  instead  of  “AQVITAS”;  small  bronze  of  Phocas  and 
Heraclius  in  fine  condition. 

By  Mr.  F.  C.  C.  Boyd:  A large  number  of  Franklin  medals  and  tokens, 
among  them  a splendid  specimen  of  the  very  rare  Wright  & Bale  fur-cap 
token. 

Other  exhibits  of  the  evening  not  in  relation  to  this  subject  were  as 
follows: 

By  Mr.  Beesley:  A Queen  Elizabeth  “Broad”;  a series  of  12  French, 
English,  Belgian  and  Serbian  medals  issued  to  commemorate  the  present 
European  war. 

By  Mr.  Schulman:  Transylvania,  Stephen  Boeskti,  16  05,  10  ducats; 
Ortenburg,  John  Wielmann,  big  merchant  at  Venice,  who  bought  the  title 
of  Knight  of  Venice  for  20,000  doppia,  1631,  5 ducats,  only  two  known; 
Syracuse,  405-345  B.  C.,  100  litra,  head  of  Goddess  left,  reverse,  Hercules 
strangling  the  lion;  Syracuse,  405-345  B.  C.,  50  litra,  male  head  left,  re- 
verse, horse  running;  Epirus,  Pyrrhus,  tetradrachm;  Syracuse,  tetradrachm; 
Bactria,  tetradrachm  of  Eucratides;  Judaea,  tetradrachm  of  Simon  Bar- 
kochba.  All  of  these  antique  coins  were  of  splendid  style  and  in  extremely 
fine  condition. 

By  Dr.  Burke:  An  original  bronze  medal  upon  Van  Tromp’s  naval  vic- 
tory; the  same  upon  DeRuyter’s  victory;  original  bronze  gilt  medal  of  Nel- 
son and  the  victory  of  the  Nile;  original  bronze  medals  of  Christian  of 
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Sweden,  1680,  and  of  Napoleon;  a beautiful  large  copper  coin  of  Syracuse, 
showing  the  head  of  Apollo,  about  350  B.  C. 

By  Mr.  Wood:  City  of  Ghent,  Belgium,  necessity  money,  brass  on  one 
side,  copper  on  the  other,  1 franc  and  2 francs,  issued  in  1915,  redeemable 
in  1919. 

Medals  from  Mr.  Wormser’s  collection,  as  follows:  Passau,  1761,  upon 
Vacant  See;  Hessen-Cassel,  Defense  of  Rheinfels,  1693;  Freising,  1763, 
upon  Vacant  See;  Wuertemberg,  Frederick  Charles,  Hercules  and  Hydra; 
Speyer,  1829,  third  centennial  of  Protest  of  Reformation;  Braunschweig 
Luneburg,  1717,  Blankenburg  Reformation;  Sachsen,  Johann  Georg,  Vicar- 
iate; Roemisch  Deutches  Reich,  Eugene  of  Savoy,  Battle  of  Hoechstaedt; 
Mainz,  Lothar,  Franz  v.  Schoenbrunn,  1711,  fountain;  Sachsen,  Saalfeld, 
Caroline  Wilhelmine  and  Philipp  Reinhard  of  Hanau,  marriage,  17  05;  Loth- 
ringen,  Charles  Alexander,  Academy  of  Brussels;  Braunschweig,  Elizabeth 
Sophia,  mausoleum;  Sachsen,  Frederick  the  Wise,  1514;  Pfalz,  Frederick 
the  Winter  King,  1619,  Bohemian  Coronation;  Nurenberg,  the  Great  Flood, 
1784.  Also  the  following  very  rare  coins:  Ost  Friesland,  double  thaler, 
square,  Enno  1615;  Ost  Friesland,  thaler,  1685,  Christine  Charlotte;  Sach- 
sen, Klippe  Thaler  of  half  thaler  die,  1614;  Brunswick,  Augustus,  4 thaler, 
1666,  88th  birthday;  Brunswick,  5 thaler,  Henry  Julius,  1609;  Brunswick, 
6 thaler;  Frederick  Ulrich,  16  20;  Neuchatel,  Alexander  Berthier,  pattern 
5 francs. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 

A special  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  was  held  at  the 
Marlborough  Hotel,  Friday  evening,  November  24,  1916,  President  Boyd 
presiding.  The  following  members  were  present:  Messrs.  Beatty,  Beesley, 
Belden,  Boyd,  Elder,  Frey,  Heaton,  Newell,  Proskey,  Reilly,  J.  W.  Scott, 
Schulman,  Smith,  Swanson,  Thorson,  Valentine,  Wood  and  Wormser. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  was  dispensed  with. 

Considerable  discussion,  in  which  most  of  the  members  participated, 
took  place  concerning  the  relative  merits  of  the  Park  Avenue  Hotel,  where 
our  meetings  had  been  regularly  beld  for  some  time  past,  and  of  the  Hotel 
Marlborough,  where  the  special  meeting  was  held,  the  quality  of  the  food 
served  and  the  reasons  for  and  against  a change.  A vote  was  finally  taken, 
Messrs.  Beesley  and  Elder  acting  as  tellers,  and  the  matter  was  finally  de- 
cided by  a vote  of  eight  to  seven  in  favor  of  the  Park  Avenue  Hotel. 

Our  member,  Mr.  Thorson  of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  was  heartily  welcomed, 
having  arrived  in  the  city  just  a few  minutes  before  the  meeting,  and  told 
of  his  mission  in  New  York  as  a member  of  the  John  Erickson  Memorial 
Committee,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  erection  of  a 
$35,000  memorial  to  this  noted  engineer  at  Washington. 

Mr.  Swanson,  in  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  moved  that 
Mr.  Thorson  influence  his  committee  to  issue  a medal  in  connection  with 
the  memorial  upon  the  recommendation  of  our  Club,  which  was  carried 
and  heartily  approved  by  Mr.  Thorson. 

A letter  was  read  from  The  American  Numismatic  Society  extending 
an  invitation  to  the  Club  as  a body  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Society  to 
be  held  on  Thursday,  December  7th,  1916,  at  8.30  P.  M.,  and  the  invitation 
was  accepted  with  pleasure. 

A motion  was  made  that  The  American  Numismatic  Society  and  our 
Club  hold  a joint  dinner  in  the  near  future,  and  that  a committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  co-opei'ate  with  a similar  committee  of  the  Society.  Messrs. 
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Smith,  Elder  and  Wormser  were  appointed  the  Committee  for  this  purpose. 

The  business  meeting  then  adjourned,  while  a number  of  the  members 
continued  a social  gathering  for  the  entertainment  of  the  “sti’angers”  in 
town. 


TWELFTH  MEETING. 


A regular  meeting  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  was  held  at  Park 
Avenue  Hotel,  Friday  evening,  December  8th,  1916,  President  Boyd  pre- 
siding. The  following  members  were  present:  Messrs.  Beatty,  Beesley, 
Belden,  Boyd,  Butler,  Elder,  Frey,  Kohler,  Proskey,  Reilly,  Smith,  Swan- 
son, Valentine  and  Wood. 

Owing  to  the  Secretary’s  absence,  the  reading  of  the  last  minutes  was 
dispensed  with.  Mr.  Smith,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee,  re- 
ported that  a present,  consisting  of  seven  pieces  of  cut  glass,  was  sent 
from  the  Club  to  the  “Assistant  Secretary,”  Miss  Marks,  upon  her  wedding. 
He  also  reported  that  several  members  may  have  to  be  dropped  for  non- 
payment of  dues. 

An  application  for  membership  was  received  from  Mr.  Sigmund  Von 
Lieven. 

The  resolution  of  the  officers  at  the  last  meeting  to  dispense  with  a 
“Medallic  Art  Committee”  and  a “Publicity  Committee”  was  next  taken  up, 
and  a general  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  Smith,  Swanson,  Valentine, 
Proskey  and  Reilly  participated,  took  place.  The  resolution  as  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee  was  rejected.  The  resolution  to  ex- 
punge the  Publicity  Committee  was  carried. 

Further  nominations  for  the  election  of  officers  were  in  order.  Messrs. 
Beatty  and  Saltus  were  nominated  as  additional  candidates  for  the  Medallic 
Art  Committee  by  Messrs.  Wood  and  Elder;  and  Mr.  Frey  for  the  Publica- 
tion Committee  by  Mr.  Butler. 

The  election  of  officers  was  next  in  order. 

Mr.  Boyd  was  elected  president  by  acclamation.  The  secretary  was 
empowered  to  cast  one  ballot  for  the  following  nominees,  thereby  electing 
them  unanimously: 

Albert  R.  Frey,  for  Vice-President. 

Moritz  Wormser,  for  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Elliott  Smith  (chairman),  Thomas  L.  Elder,  J.  M.  Swanson,  Dr.  D.  W. 
Valentine,  for  Executive  Committee. 

Daniel  Kennedy  (chairman),  Wayte  Raymond,  J.  W.  Scott,  R.  Kohler, 
D.  Proskey,  for  Membei'ship  Committee. 

Messrs.  Elder  and  Beesley  were  appointed  tellers  for  the  election  of 
Publication  and  Medallic  Art  Committees,  the  election  resulting  as  follows: 

Albert  R.  Frey  (chairman),  Howland  Wood,  Dudley  Butler,  Publica- 
tion Committee. 

J.  M.  Swanson  (chairman),  E.  Beesley,  E.  T.  Newell,  J.  Sanford  Saltus, 
Medallic  Art  Committee. 

Upon  motion  duly  made,  a committee  was  nominated  to  visit  and  in- 
vestigate hotels  and  eating-places  where  our  meetings  might  be  held  in 
the  future  instead  of  the  present  meeting  place,  before  the  date  of  the 
next  meeting,  committee  to  consist  of  Messrs.  Boyd,  Beatty  and  Proskey, 
and  Mr.  Smith  ex-officio. 

As  subject  for  the  next  meeting,  papers  and  exhibits  of  “decorations” 
and  “general  discussion”  were  announced. 


OFFICERS  AND  COMMITTEES  FOR  1917. 

President 
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